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The celebrated Isle of Wight 
operator Southern Vectis has a long 
and varied history, the early years 
of which are superbly documented 
by David Jukes in his feature on 
page 28. Here we fast forward many 
years to take a look at some double- 
deckers operated in more recent 
times. 

Seen here arriving 
at Alum Bay in March 2014 is Scania 
N93 HW09 BBU one of 11 placed 
in service by Southern Vectis in 
2009, The Scania is with now with 
fellow Go Ahead company, Wilts & 
Dorset. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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NEWS PLUS 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 
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Southern 

Vectis 727 (G727 XDL), 
a 1990 dual-purpose 
all-Leyland Olympian 
had a varied career on 
the Isle of Wight before 
moving to the mainland 
where it served both 
Damory Coaches and 
Wilts & Dorset. 


744 (M744 HDL), 
a 1995 Northern 
Counties-bodied Volvo 
Olympian also saw 
service with Damory 
and latterly with Velvet 
of Eastleigh. 


ALEXANDER’S BEDFORD 

Not well known on the rally scene is this immaculate Duple Viscount¬ 
bodied Bedford VAM14. PHILIP LAMB reports. 

COACHING CLASSICS: HENDON v BLACKPOOL 

Following Duple’s acquisition of Burlingham in I960, output from the 
Blackpool factory became branded Duple (Northern). We compare 
designs 

ON THE ROAD 

DAVID JUKES presents a bumper collection of older buses in the Irish 
Republic, the USA and on home soil. 

GKE 68 AT 80 

Now celebrating 80 years since the bus entered service, restoration of 
GKE 68, a 1939 Chatham & District Bristol K5G, is well on the way to 
completion. NICK LARKIN reports. 
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THE COASTAL SERVICE 28 

The Southern Vectis Omnibus Co’s coastal service from Ryde to Alum 
Bay fi rst ran on 12 July 1934. Eighty-fi ve years to the day, the Isle of Wight 
Bus & Coach Museum recreated the route. DAVID JUKES reports. 


DEVON GENERAL CENTENARY 32 

The Devon General Centenary event featured free bus services from 
the racecourse to Chudleigh, Bovey Tracey, Ipplepen and Teignmouth 
together with a link to the Railway Station. STEPHEN WREN reports. 

THE EASTERN TRANSPORT SOCIETY AT 50 36 

The Eastern Transport Collection Society celebrated its 50th anniversary 
with a special event at the East Anglia Transport Museum on 6/7 July. 

SANDTOFT GATHERING 2019 40 

A good turnout of visitors — enthusiast and non-enthusiast alike — 
were present for Sunday’s main event as the weather finally remained dry. 
DAVID JUKES recorded the event. 


TROLLEY TIMES: BRADFORD 42 

Bradford lasted the longest of all the UK’s trolleybus systems being the 
last to close on 26 March 1972. 


AN ADVERTISING GEM 45 

Not many preserved single-deckers feature six adverts but, as 
SIMON GILL discovers, these are proving a major attraction on former 
Western National Bristol SUL No 692 (EDV 555D). 

RETURN JOURNEY: WESTERN NATIONAL 50 

Western National, serving parts of the West Country, one of our most 
popular holiday areas, came to the attention of enthusiasts from far and 
wide. Here we bring you a small selection of the vehicles that they might 
have seen. 


THE MODEL PAGE 52 

NIGEL APPLEFORD discusses the Original Omnibus Company’s 
AEC ‘Q’ single-deck bus 

OFF ROUTE 56 

Frank Sinatra turned down the chance of having his name plastered on 
a withdrawn from service Bolton bus, and there’s something strange from 
Austria. NICK LARKIN reports. 

BUSMART 61/1 

B&CP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


COVER: A superb and rare survivor. Duple Viscount-bodied 
Bedford VAM 14 pauses on a special run along the Flintshire 
coast. Full story page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


“Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


LATEST & RECENT OXFORD RELEASES 


TRAMS & LOCOS 

HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TWI1904 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 

BUS COLLECTION New Addition 

J Y-28 STAR N52 1953 

Z Scale Trains Of The World 

KB-01 ORIENT EXPRESS 

KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 

KB-05 TRAIN BLEU 

KB-06TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 

KB-07 RHEINGOLD 

KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 

KB-09 SHINKANSEN 

KB-10 MIKADO 141 RENFE 

KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 

KB-12 MINSTRAL 

KB-13 CORNISH RIVIERA 

KB-16 VINDOBONA 

KB-17 KIRUNA-NARVIK 

KB-18 TRANSALPIN 

KB-19 RIO GRANDE SCENIC 

KB-20 BAYERISCHE LUDWIGSBAHN 

KB-22 MALLARD World Record Train 

KB-23THE GHAN 

KB-25 SANTA FE SUPER CHIEF 

KB-27 ZACKENBAHN 

KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 

KB-99SUD EXPRESS 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
B-01 LONDON TRANSPORT RTW 
B-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
B-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
B-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
B-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY O/T 
B-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
B-ll DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
B-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
B-13 BLACKPOOL BALLOON TRAM 
B-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
B-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
B-17 LYTHAM ST ANNES LEYLAND PD2 
B-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
B-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
B-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
B-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
B-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
B-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
B-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
B-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
B-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
B-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
B-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
B-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
COACH COLLECTION 
New Additions & Restocks 
E-04 KINGS FERRY VAN HOOL T9 
E-07 HENSCHEL HS 100 N 
E-09 SAMUEL LEDGARD PLAXTON 
E-ll EXCELSIOR HOLIDAYS COACH 
E-12 YORK PULLMAN VAN HOOL 
E-16 TRANS PEAK PLAXTON PREMIER 
E-19 HOLLAND COACH LEY. VERHEUL 
E-20 BROSSEL J ONCKHEERE 
E-22 BUSSING SENATOR 
E-23 KRUPP TITAN 080 
E-27 FIAT306/3 INTERURBANO 
E-28 SCANIA VABIS D 11 


43WFA-001SOUTH WALES WEYMANN FANFARE £34 
COMMERATIVE BOX CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF OXFORD MODELS 

76DC-001 SOUTHDOWN DUPLE COMMANDER £15 

76MW-6004TILLING TRANSPORT BRISTOL MW6G £15 

76MW-6005 THAMES VALLEY BRISTOL MW6G £15 

760WB-14 ISLE OF MAN ROAD SERVICES BEDFORD OB £15 

76DC-002 GREY CARS DUPLE COMMANDER £15 

76SB-004 COUNTY DONEGAL RAILWAYS SARO BUS £15 

76LRT-009 ALEXANDER BLUEBIRD LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER £15 
76 PAN-009 RIBBLE (N.B.C) PLAXTON PANORAMA £15 

THIS AUTUMNS HALF PRICE OFFER 

OXFORD 
76IR6001 

SCANIA 16 
TRANSLINK 
GOLDLINE 

2051, LFZ 8051 (XI Belfast Express) 

AVAILABLE FROM 1st September 2019 Whilst Stocks Last 

NORTHCORD ADL ENVIRO 400 MODELS 



RAPIDO MODELS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MODELS ARE NOW DUE LATE SUMMER 


DUE 2019 £45 


6509 ABELLIO BUS (2600, YY67 GZW) £45 



RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 


NEXT NORTHCORD MODEL Due August 


6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO £45 

6511 S/C WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) £45 
6512 SOUTHERN VECTIS (1660, HW67 AHY) £45 
6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE)£45 
6514 FIRST IN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) £45 
6515 METROLINE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) £45 
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS LOW PRICES 


Our Price 


£39 


rrp £54.99 


PRE-ORDER YOURS NOW 


POSTAL CHARGES FOR UK RATES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL 


MARCH 2020. Increase in Europe & World Rates 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £5: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £7 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


Sep 8 Birmingham Bus Bash 
Moseley Rugby Club 
(Billesley Common) 

1 Mile From NXWM 
Yardley Wood Garage 

Sep 22 Swansea Bus Museum 


Oct 6 Transport Museum 
Wythall 

Oct 20 Brooklands Transport 
Museum 

Oct 26 Transport Museum 
Wythall (Saturday) 
Twilight Event 


UK 6516 STAGECOACH SOUTH GOLD 10770, SN66 VYR £44 


UK 6517 ADL ENVIRO 400 MMC PLAIN WHITE CKD KIT 
Limited to 1200 Worldwide 


Sunday 


29 September 2019 


Hertfordshire 

County 

Showground 


COME AND VISIT OUR 
SALES STALL 
WE HAVE SOME OF THE 
LOWEST PRICES ON 
BUS MODELS IN EUROPE 


SHOWBUS 


UK 6517 ADL ENVIRO 400 10.5 m UNPAINTED KIT £39 

PRE-ORDER NOW 


KINGS HEATH 


Sep 29 Showbus Dec 7/8th Manchester Transport 

Hertfordshire County Museum 


BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


Showground 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE ATYWBC 
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From time to time we feel the need to 
draw the attention to readers some of the 
things which make this magazine tick. 

At the heart of it all is you, the reader. 
Not only do we rely upon you to purchase 
a copy of the latest issue, we also look to 
you to bring us news of what is happening 
in your shed. What are the latest 
restorations, who are the latest owners 
and what are the issues that currently 
concern you? If you are a museum, is there 
a member dedicated as a point of contact 
for news items and the like? Is there 
something you would like to see in B&CP 
that we do not at present address? 

Now it comes as no secret that none of 
us is getting any younger. No-one is more 
acutely aware of that fact than your Editor, 
who has just spent a three-week ‘holiday’ 
in his local hospital, where the food alone 
is enough to make one escape as soon as 
possible! 

The serious side to all this is that every 
month we lose readers to the grim reaper. 
Every reader lost is a blow. Every reader 
lost for whatever reason contributes 
to further demands upon our limited 
resources, which frankly are a lot more 
limited than they were a year ago. 


A major way in which you can help is to 
take out a subscription. Considerably more 
of the cover price comes to us rather than 
pays to the mounting costs of distributing 
and selling that very same copy through 
the newstrade. 

Currently we have what we think is our 
best new subscription offer to date. Just turn 
to the inside back cover and call us today! 

A unique feature of this magazine is 
Busmart — a mix of trade and private 
adverts where you can sell or buy any 
bus-related item. One aspect of Busmart 
which is frequently overlooked is that 
you can use it to find those elusive parts, 
books, photos etc, by placing a wanted’ 
ad. Over the years many of you have 
thanked us following success! 

All it takes is a letter or an email. We 
don’t take free ads down over the phone, 
as we must have your original written copy 
to avoid confusion and misunderstanding, 
not to mention errors. 

On the subject of errors, yes we make 
them too, despite our best efforts. Glaringly 
last month we stated that the Czech 
trolleybus system in the northern town of 
Usti nad Labem had closed — not so! It is 
alive and well, thriving in fact — apologies! 



Kuna 
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Preservation debut for West Riding 


Following an extensive seven-year 
restoration, former West Riding Guy Arab 
IV 855 (KHL 855) has been returned 
to the road. No 855 is one of 45 1957 
Arab IVs with Roe lowbridge bodies 
featuring platform doors. They were 27ft 


6in long and 7ft 6in wide with Gardner 
6LW engines and Guy constant-mesh 
gearboxes. These buses were the last 
batch of Arab IVs for West Riding and 
the last lowbridge buses to operate within 
the National Bus Company; the final 


Guy 

five of the batch were withdrawn from 
passenger service as late as July 1976; 
despite this late withdrawal none received 
NBC livery. 

No 855 is owned by Mark Byard of 
Dewsbury Bus Museum and is the only 
survivor of the 70 Guy Arab IVs operated 
by West Riding. Renumbered 458, it last 
ran in public service in 1973 before joining 
the driver-training fleet (No.Al4) until 
final withdrawal in 1980 when it passed 
directly into preservation, being stored 
for many years, in complete condition. Its 
first public service in preservation was due 
to be 11 August 2019 at Dewsbury Bus 
Museum’s Summer Spectacular. Watch 
out for this bus in an early issue of B&CP. 

Now KHL 855 is restored, the focus 
of the restoration team at Dewsbury will 
now move towards completion of West 
Riding Guy Wulfrunian WHL 970, 
the only known surviving red’ West 
Riding bus and one of only two surviving 
Wulfrunians (the other being UCX 275 
also in the care of the museum and in 
running order). 

Picture: MARK BYARD 




Southampton Anniversary commemorated 


On Wednesday 31 July 2019, exactly 100 
years since bus services commenced in 
Southampton, members and friends of 
the Southampton & District Transport 
Heritage Trust re-enacted the first route. 
The event saw three buses depart from 
the city centre and head to Winchester 
Road, where the service originally 


terminated. The convoy then paused 
at Aldermoor bus turning circle, where 
they were joined for photographs by a 
Bluestar double-decker. A weekend of 
events is planned for Saturday/Sunday 
14/15 September 2019 in 
Southampton city centre 
and at Bursledon 


Brickworks Museum to celebrate a 
number of anniversaries relating 
to Southampton’s Transport. 
Picture: THOMAS 
LINGWOOD 
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Manchester Transpo 50* in October 

Have you ever seen buses Executives were created of garish corporate paint Executives were forward 

from all six PTEs in the towards the end of 1969. jobs, hordes of Atlanteans looking and they reshaped the 

same place? No, neither On Sunday 20 October, (and Fleetlines) and 1970s bus landscape across Britain’s 

have we. But that’s the aim the Museum wants to gather optimism and strikes. Museum biggest cities outside London 

of the Museum of Transport together buses from all six spokesman Paul Williams — so the half-centenary is 

Greater Manchester, which is PTEs — Greater Glasgow, outlined the plan: 'Our aim worth celebrating.’ 

holding a ‘Transpo 50’ event Merseyside, Greater is to get at least one bus from Any bus owner in the 

in Manchester to celebrate Manchester, West Yorkshire, each PTE lined up for some livery of a PTE who wishes 

a half-century since the South Yorkshire and West great photo opportunities. to attend can e-mail: email@ 

first Passenger Transport Midlands — in a celebration The Passenger Transport gmts.co.uk for more details. 



National might have been 

Owner of Southdown Leyland National 
34 (PCD 80R) Paul Llewellyn advises us 
that he has commissioned a set of decals 
for the National and on 29 July these 
were applied by South East Coachworks, 

Faversham, in Kent; they are intended 
to show what the ‘Beautiful Britain’ 
advertisements would look like on a 
Leyland National if they had still been in 
service today. Paul adds that he feels that 
most major bus operators are missing the 
tricks on advertising to get people out of 
their cars and onto bus transport. 

The National was due be on display 
on Sunday 4 August at Tinkers Park Bus 
Rally in East Sussex, more details of Paul’s 
bus can be found on his website: http:// 
www.southdownnational.com 



October 2019 


7 


























Former Moss Bedford for sale 


A former Moss of Sandown, Isle of Wight 
Bedford YNT/Plaxton Supreme IV is for 
sale. 

CDL 677V was new to Moss in August 
1979 before passing to Normans Coaches, 
Havant in May 2002. At the dispersal sale 
at Normans in 2016 it was sold initially as 
a ‘band bus’ which never happened as the 
planned driver did not have the correct 
licence. It then passed via two preservation 
owners, with some restoration work 
carried out on the rear end. 


The current owner, Joe Fraser of 
Crmmych, Pembrokeshire bought it 
earlier this year with plans to turn it into 
a camper, but then decided that it was 
not what he wanted, thus it’s now for 
sale again. The vehicle is still complete 
with seats and in running order, so an 
opportunity to acquire a Plaxton Supreme 
which are now becoming rare. Prospective 
buyers should ring 01239 682039 for 
details. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: JOE FRASER 



Bedford SB Cinema 
now available in 
model form 

A 1:43rd scale die-cast model of the 
Vintage Mobile Cinema on Bedford SB 
chassis, registered KJU 267E has been 
produced by Autocult. 

The exterior and interior fully 
matches the original styling from 
1967. The model is 21cm long x 9cm 
high x 5.5cm wide and retails for 
£130.00 including VAT. 

Details from: The Vintage Mobile 
Cinema, The Counting House, 9 High 
Street, Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 5TE. 
Visit the website at: http://www. 
vintagemobilecinema.co.uk/product/143- 
scale-model-original-1967-livery/ 

Picture courtesy: BEN MOORHOUSE 



Rare Burlingham Gannet still survives in 


What is believed to be the only 
Burlingham Gannet survivor 
has been found near Lockerbie 
in Scotland. 

8666 PT, on a Bedford SB5 
chassis, was new to Derwent 
Coaches of Swalwell, Co 



Durham in March 1962, passing 
to J. A. Holt of Newport, East 
Riding in May 1965. 

Sometime in the early 1970s 
it was professionally converted 
into a motor home, it then 
passed to other owners, A. 


E. McCall, Skirwith, Penrith 
in July 1983, Gordon Tate of 
High Eaton in July 1988, and 
Gavin Robertson of Dumfries 
in March 1995. Unfortunately 
the windscreen broke whilst 
in Gavin’s ownership whilst 


Scotland 

on a trip to France, as he 
could not find a replacement 
he fabricated a frame and fitted 
flat glass with seals, and altered 
windscreen wiper linkage, 
which is still fitted (Has anyone 
got an original Gannet screen?) 

Roger Grant (the current 
owner) of Lockerbie acquired 
the coach in May 1996 and 
used it on family trips and 
holidays to Argyll, Blackpool, 
Newcastle and Kirkcudbright 
until around 10 years ago. 
Roger’s family has extracted 
it from the barn where it has 
been stored for a clean up. 
Hopefully they will enjoy 
further trips in it. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: ROGER GRANT/ 
MARKBOWERBANK 
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Latest news from the Museum of Transport 


The problem with restoring a 
bus is that eventually, it needs 
doing again. The Manchester 
Museum of Transport’s 
Salford 254 — a 1966 PD2 
with Metro-Cammell body — 
was restored straight out of 
service by Greater Manchester 
Transport in 1980, but nearly 
40 years later the rear end 
of the body was showing its 


age. So back it goes into the 
workshop, the Museum’s own 
this time, for a general repair 
and a lower-half repaint. 

It’s planned that 254 will 
be fit and healthy again by 
October, when it’ll take part 
in the Museum’s ‘Transpo 50’ 
weekend on 19/20 October. 

The Museum’s Oldham 
Leyland PD1, number 246, is 



progressing well in its overhaul 
that’s needed after the 
Museum bought it following a 
period of outdoor storage. 

The time outside has done 
the Roe teak body frame no 
favours at all, and the front 
bulkhead in particular is in 
need of a lot of hardwood 
replacement. Better news 
comes from the ‘inside’ team 


where the upper saloon is 
now fully complete, while the 
lower saloon is now getting 
‘the treatment’ including 
new flooring over the rear axle 
and wholesale replacement 
of the panels and framing 
below the seats above the 
rear wheels. 

Report: PAUL WILLIAMS 
Pictures: MOTGM 



Kenzies’ Supremes sold 


Five Plaxton Supreme-bodied 
coaches bought new by Kenzie 
of Shepreth have been sold 
into preservation following 
closure of the company during 


August after 72 years of 
trading due to retirement. 

The Supremes, two 
Bedfords and three Volvos 
are as follows: Bedford YMT 


YJE 3T, Bedford YMQ HFL 
14W and Volvo B58 CVE 12V 
(all three sold to Tim Tyrrell 
of Bournemouth; Volvo B58 
XVE 8T, sold to Sharpes 


Coaches, Nottingham (this 
was Cyril Kenzies first Volvo 
coach bought new in April 
1979) and Volvo B10M LEW 
16W, sold to Coopers Coaches, 
Killamarsh. 

All the coaches had until 
recently remained in service 
with Kenzies on school contract 
work before being withdrawn a 
couple of years ago. 

Cyril Kenzie’s personal 
collection of heritage vehicles 
including Bedford OB JBY 
804 and Bedford VA’s GUP 
743C and CNW 155C is not 
being sold. 

The coach body repair 
and restoration side of the 
business will continue, and 
will be taken over at the end of 
2019 by Darren Stanford, the 
principle body man. Darren 
welcomes restoration work 
from preservationists. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: ANDREW FOWLER 
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Horse Tram Days at Crich 


Monday 15 July saw the return 
of Joseph, the 16-year-old 
Shire horse, for the important 
job of pulling the Sheffield 15 
horse tram at Crich Tramway 
Village, home of the National 
Tramway Museum. 


The tram is one of the 
oldest exhibits at Crich, 
pre-dating the acquisition 
of the horse tram system by 
Sheffield Corporation in 1896. 
The single-deck, one horse 
tramcar was one of a batch 


of eight which were built 
for the Sheffield Tramways 
Co. It weighed 29cwt when 
built, cost £200 and could 
accommodate 16 passengers. 
It was originally used on the 
Brightside line and stabled, 


along with the horses at the 
Tinsley tram depot. 

The tramcar started 
operating at Crich in 1963, but 
since 1984 has been used on 
a restricted basis (around six 
times a year) over 33 seasons. 

Laura Waters, Curator at the 
National Tramway Museum, 
said: Tt is always a great day 
when Joseph is at the Museum 
to pull our horse tram. He is 
such a wonderful addition to 
the team and probably the most 
popular crew member. Visitors 
get a special experience being 
able to take a trip on the horse 
tram and then ride on the 
electric trams, which replaced 
the horse trams.’ 

The final two horse tram days 
at Crich will be on Sunday 
8 September and Monday 
16 September, when the tram 
will operate between 11.00 and 
16.00, with a break for Joseph 
between 13.00 andl4.00. 



Gash 100 and Lincolnshire 


Saturday 13 July saw two pre¬ 
war Leyland Tiger TS7s, three 
different styles of rear entrance 
Bristol Lodekkas, an early 'flat 
front’ Bristol VRT, a Bristol 
SC4LK coach and Bristol 
LH support the Lincolnshire 
Vintage Vehicle Society’s 
running day. They gave rides on 
former Lincolnshire Road Car 
routes in Newark to accompany 
the return to the road, after 
many years, of former W. Gash 
and Sons DD2 (KAL 579). This 
Daimler CVD6 was new to 
Gash with a Strachan lowbridge 
body in 1948 but was re-bodied 
by Massey ten years later. 
Incorporating useful lower 
deck luggage racks it was 
used extensively between 
Nottingham and Newark, 
serving the RAF camps en 
route. 

Withdrawn in the late 
1970s it found a home at 


the excellent Transport 
Museum, Wythall, before 
passing to the Lincolnshire 
Road Transport Museum a 
couple of years ago. 

It has been 'fettled 
up’ recently by volunteers at 
the museum to take part in the 
Centenary Event and although 
it displayed a little 
'independence’ in the 
days before the weekend, 
it ran three part runs on 


Running Day 

the former 'Nottingham 
Direct’ service. 

The opportunity was taken 
to visit Marshalls Coaches 
of Sutton-on-Trent on the 
old LRCC service 37 to view 
the marvellous restoration 
progress on their former 
Gash DD7 (LNN 353) a 1950 
Daimler CVD6 with Duple 
lowbridge body. 

Thanks to all who helped 
with the event in many ways, to 


at Newark 

all the visitors who supported 
the day and of course 
to Newark and Sherwood 
District Council who allowed 
the use of the Car Park at 
their Offices. 

Another 'Lincolnshire’ day 
will be held at Grantham on 
Saturday 14 September - 
details to follow on www.lvvs. 
org.uk 

Report and pictures: 

STEVE MILNER 
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BUSFLIX FILMS 


Please note New Address and 
phone No. Below 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 180 

South TyntildeA SunduFaoil 

Ally 2 G 19 tie 



NEW RELEASES NOWIN STOCK: - OUR NEW RANGE BUSES AT WORK COVERING SPECIFIC VEHICLE TYPES. 


BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BUSFLIX 178 

LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

BF 180 South Tyneside & Sunderland 

£10.00 

O"*on 

LB 117 Isle ofWight 1996-2005 

£10.00 

BF 179 County Durham 

£10.00 

AuguMTOl# MMnUn. til 

LB 116 Isle ofWight 1996 

£10.00 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 


LB 115 Crawley Part2 2001/2 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 


LB 114 Crawley Parti 1996-2000 

£10.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 


LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

ftomi in Toniuny Ptynomh 

8-rmU** i F **, 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part2 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 




BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


NEW SERIES—Buses at Work. 



BUSFLIX 

BAW 1 Leyland Nationals Part 1 

£10.00 


PUBLICATIONS 


Focusing on the Bristol VR 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’! 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & 60’! 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s 


Book 

Download 

£9.75 

£6.50 

£9.75 

£6.50 

£6.00 

£3.50 

£6.00 

£3.50 

£9.00 

£6.00 



BAW 2 Leyland Nationals Part 2 
BAW 3 Leyland Nationals Part 3 
BAW 4 Leyland Nationals Part 4 
BAW 5 Leyland Nationals Part 5 
BAW 6 Bristol VR's Part 1 
BAW 7 Bristol VR's Part2 
BAW 8 Routemasters 


£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 

£ 10.00 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Monday—Friday evenings 1900—2100) 01709 540984 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 
D. Robinson. 5 Pine Close, Rotherham S66 3RP S.A.E. FOR LIST P&P one film or book £2.70, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 
(Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all overthe UK 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

Or 

Do you want to insure with MARKERSTUDY INSURANCE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Markerstudy Insurance 
Services Ltd, Rigton Insurance 
Services Ltd, Chartered 
Insurance Brokers, are now 
offering a number of schemes 
for all preserved, classic and 
vintage vehicle owners. 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 



You can expect cover for: 

- Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, fire engines, 
ambulances and many more. 

- Preserved vehicles of all ages. 

- Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies. 

- Social, Domestic and Pleasure Use. 

- Free Bus Services 


TEL: 01943 662345 FAX: 01943 875529 


O PIRRKERSTUDV 

INSURANCE SERVICES LIMITED 

www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 



- Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age. 

We offer you: 

- A wealth of underwriting expertise 

- GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 

- Personal and professional service 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Markerstudy Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
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BLACKPOOL BEAUTY 


Not well known on the rally scene is this immaculate Duple Viscount-bodied Bedford VAMI4. PHILIP LAMB reports. 


It has not been often over the last 20 years 
of Editing this magazine that I have4 had 
to take a second look, not sure if I was 
imagining things. Before me stood a 
beautiful Bedford coach, a Duple 
Viscount-bodied VAM14. The coach, 
LDM 16D, is the pride and joy of Alex 
Roberts of Bagilt, Flint. The coach has 
been in his possession since 1980 when he 
began operation with his brother John as 


John Alexander Coaches. The coach had 
come from its first owner, nearby Phillips 
of Holywell and was joined by former 
Smiths of Wigan NEK 33K, a Plaxton 
Panorama Elite Il-bodied Seddon 
Pennine VI, which had been new in 
1972. 

The fleet soon grew to four with the 
addition of VDK 396T, a Plaxton Supreme 
IV Bedford YMT new in 1979 to Walls 


of Wigan and TBV 63IX, a Plaxton 
Supreme IV Bedford YNT new in 1982 to 
Fergusson, Preston. 

LDM 16D had had a sister when it was 
with Phillips. JDM 276D was normally 
in the hands of driver Tom Price, whilst 
boss John Phillips drove LDM 16D, most 
Saturdays the coach visiting its Blackpool 
birthplace with coachload upon coachload 
of seaside revellers. 
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Duple (N) Viscount-bodied VALI4 
LDM I6D 'Alexander’ leaves the field at 
the Llangollen rally on 7 July this year. 

Pictures: PHILIP LAMB 

Alex left the operation in 1995, when 
unbelievably LDM 16D, still as it is today 
in Phillips’ red and cream livery, was still 
in service. Alex took the coach under 
his wing and over the years restored the 
vehicle to the immaculate condition seen 
today. 

It has been attending selected rallies 
during the past four years. In the 
meantime, however, a great deal of 
restoration work has been carried out by 
Alex. The raucous Leyland 0.400 engine, 
still dominating the conversation at the 
front of the coach after all these years, has 
been completely rebuilt. 

Whilst the floor remains original, the 
seats also original have been recovered. 



Coach retains original Flint telephone number. 




A rare view beneath the coach reveals no road dirt and The rebuilt Leyland 0.400 
no oil leaks. is in tip-top condition. 




All original! 


The coach carries ‘Alexander’ fleetnames. 



Apart from a recovered seat, driver’s Again apart from the moquette, interior 

area remains as per original. is totally original. 
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All lower panels have been replaced, 
but the Blackpool-built framework has 
required no attention. A run out along 
the Flintshire coast revealed a coach that 
performed as it were new. The Leyland 


0.400 provided more than adequate 
power for what is after all a quite 
lightweight vehicle. 

Our thanks to Alex Roberts for his 
help with this feature. 


Above: No confusing this with a Bella 
Venture! They were built at Hendon and 
featured a sloping pillar. 

Below: Viscount differs from Commander 
in window spacing. 



















HENDON v BLACKPOOL 


Following Duple’s acquisition 
of Burlingham in 1960, output 
from the Blackpool factory saw 
a continuation of Burlngham’s 
established products plus the 
introduction of designs like 
the Continental which were 
already in the pipeline. Output 
from Blackpool became 
branded Duple (Northern). 

Large-scale production of 
Duple designs began when 
Commander production 
was switched to Blackpool. 

The Commander name was 
applied to bodywork supplied 
on heavyweight chassis. The 
difference between Hendon- 
built bodies for lightweight 
chassis, and those originating 
in Blackpool was easily 
spotted. Whilst the rear 
end of the Commander was 
conventional, the Hendon- 
built Bella range featured a 
sloping pillar towards the rear 
of the coach. 

The Mk2 version of the 
Commander was introduced in 



Above: Thames Valley (South Midland) bought a number of Bedfords in the late-1960s, some of 
which were used on its London services. Hendon-built Bella Venture-bodied Bedford VAM14 C4I6 
(GRX 4I6D), seen here at Victoria Coach Station, was new in 1966. 


1966 and complemented the 
Hendon-built Bella Venture. A 
Blackpool-built Commander- 
style body for lightwight 
chassis was introduced. 


Named the Viscount, the body 
enjoyed some success with 
operators in the north, the 
Bella Venture continued to 
outsell the Viscount. 


Here we have assembled 
a selection of Commander 
Mk2s, Viscounts and Bella 
Ventures. Hope they are 
properly sorted! 
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Bodies for the Bedford VAL with Bella Venture styling continued to be built at Hendon and 
continued to be branded ‘Vega Major*. KRB 426D was new to Blue Bus Services in 1966. 



Left: In 1966, City of Oxford 
purchased a pair of Duple 
(Northern) Commander-bodied 
AEC Reliances. Seen here is No 
601 (DFC 60ID) which in later life 
was painted poppy red and white 
receiving a roof box for use on 
bus services. 

Below left: New to Thomas Bros 
of Port Talbot, and later under 
NBC re-organisation transferred 
to South Wales, HTG I79D 
was an AEC Reliance with 
Duple (Northern) Commander 
bodywork. 

Below: Starting out with Hebble, 
but seen here following transfer 
to Yorkshire Woollen, 1966 Duple 
(Northern) Commander-bodied 
AEC Reliance DJX I8D was 
withdrawn in 1975 and acquired 
by Smith of Newport. 
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Above: A sad case, HDL 255E is 
a Duple Bella Venture-bodied 
Bedford VAM3. New in 1967 to 
Pauls Tours on the Isle of Wight, 
spending its later years with 
Ganges Coaches also on the 
Isle of Wight, Withdrawn some 
years ago and languishing under a 
tarpaulin, this coach has now been 
acquired by Lodges Coaches and 
will hopefully one day be restored. 

Above right: KDF266E was a Duple 
(Northern) Viscount-bodied 
Bedford VAMI4 new in 1967 to 
Warren of Tewkesbury. 

Right: With a roof box perhaps 
inspired by Wilts & Dorset’s 
recent acquisition of Silver Star 
of Porton Down, the coaches 
of which were tastefully fitted 
with a roof box incorporating a 
silver star, No 915 (HAM 50IE). 
Withdrawn in 1983, it was sold 
to Prestatyn Coachways and 
scrapped by the start of 1987. 





£e step (gras. 


And finally . . . Lester Bros NJU 570E 
was a 1967 Bedford VAM14 with Duple 
(Northern) Viscount coachwork. 
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DAVID JUKES presents 
a bumper collection of 
older buses in the Irish 
Republic, the USA and 
on home soil. 

IN DUBLIN’S FAIR CITY 

(I) Crossing Dublin’s O’Connell 
Bridge on 29 June is Viking Splash 
Tours’ ZV 6388, a General 




Motors Corporation DUKW 
dating from the mid-1940s. (2) 
Vintage Tea Tours Routemaster 
ZV 10903, new to London 
Transport as its RM8II (WLT 
811) in 1961, is seen on Custom 
House Quay later the same 
day. (3) There was also a major 
Pride festival and parade on 
29 June which included former 
Southport 51 (CWM I5IC, now 
65-KE-I6003), a l965 Weymann 
Aurora-bodied Leyland PD2/40. 
(4) Another Routemaster 
appeared after the parade — the 
former RML2432 (JJD 432D, now 
ZV 10657) of 1966 vintage, now 
operated by The Gin & Tonic 
Tour Company and seen crossing 
the Talbot Memorial Bridge. (5) 
Operating a wedding private hire 
on 6 July is Dublin Coach 50- 
KE-16002, a 1950 Duple-bodied 
AEC Regal/Duple new to Devon 
General (Grey Cars) registered 
LTA 629. (6) Three days later, 
O’Connell Street hosts preserved 
ex-CIE R389 (ZH 4538), a 1949 
all-Leyland PD2/3, which made 
several trips up and down this 
thoroughfare, appearing to carry 
a film crew on its upper deck. (7) 
Crossing Rosie Hackett Bridge 
on 11 July is another Vintage Tea 
Tour Routemaster; ZV 11165 was 
new to LT in 1964 as its RM2078 
(ALM 78B). 

Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL 
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CALIFORNIAN OLYMPIANS 

Operating a Park & Ride service 
for the San Diego County Fair at 
Del Mar, California, on 3 July is 
this pair of British Bus Company 
all-Leyland Olympians. (I) A 
recent arrival is former Potteries 
Motor Traction (PMT) 759 (G759 
XRE) of 1989, now carrying 
Alabama registration 80 064A 
while still wearing the National 
Bus Company poppy red livery 
applied during its spell in UK-based 
preservation. (2) Carrying an all- 
over body wrap is 49227H2, new 
to Solent Blue Line in 1991 as its 
729 (H729 DDL). Several former 
UK buses may also be found on 
San Francisco sightseeing duties 
including (3) l0097P2,a 1988 
Alexander RH-bodied Leyland 
Olympian new to Northumbria as 
its 309 (F309 JTY), now operated 
by Deluxe Sightseeing and seen at 
the Golden Gate Bridge northern 
vista point in Marin County on 
5 July. (4) The same operator 
owns 73I56DI, a 1989 Northern 
Counties-bodied Leyland Olympian 
new to Isle of Man Transport as its 
No 67 (BMN 67M), and 023I9MI, 
a 1991 Alexander (Belfast)-bodied 
Leyland Olympian new to Dublin 
Bus as its RH105 (9IDI0I05) and 
subsequently registered H72I 
PVW in the UK before export. 
Both buses are seen in Union 
Square on 8 July. 

Pictures: CHRIS SUGGITT 
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CROSSING THE TAMAR 


The Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust-organised Tavistock Mini Running Day on 14 July 
featured the newly restored former Western National (WN) 692 (EDV 555D), a 1966 Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Bristol SUL4A which recently won an award for the best post-1949 bus or coach at this year’s 
HCVS London to Brighton Run. It is presented in mid-life condition without black lining, but with a brighter 
yellow compact WN fleetname on the cream waistband. The SUL is seen crossing from Cornwall into Devon 
on the long single-track bridge over the River Tamar at Gunnislake. Picture: DWR PICTURE LIBRARY 


TAVISTOCK 
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<3 KENTISH AECs 

(I) Passing along Ramsgate Road, Margate, on 
13 July is former East Kent AFN 780B, a 1964 
Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent V. (2) Seen four 
days later shortly after dropping off a student 
group at Dover Castle is Alpha Bus of Soulbury 
JMC I23K, a now-rare centre entrance 1972 
Plaxton Panorama Elite ll-bodied AEC Reliance 
new to Glenton Tours of London SEI5. Pictures: 
MARTYN HUNT (I) / JAMES OTLEY (2) 

SCILLY MERC 

Seen on the Lower Strand in Hugh Town, while 
operating the St Mary’s Community Bus on 17 
April is N7I8 DJC, a 1995 Alexander ALXI00- 
bodied Mercedes-Benz 811D new to Crosville 
Wales as its MMM7I8 and more recently 
operated by Royal Buses of St Ives, in which 
livery it currently remains. Picture: IAN MUIR 


TRANS-PENNINE TIGER T 

Passing through Otley while taking part in the 
51st Trans-Pennine Run on 4 August is former 
Eassons of Southampton ETP 6IW, a 1981 
Plaxton Supreme IV-bodied Leyland Tiger. 

Picture: ANTHONY HICKS 
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SYTT 

The South Yorkshire Transport Trust’s Open & Running Day was held on 21 July at its Eastwood, Rotherham, premises. The wide variety of buses 
operating free services included former Bradford Corporation 410 (HLW 159), a 1946 Park Royal-bodied AEC Regent III 0691RT new to London 
Transport as its RTI72 and acquired by Bradford in 1958 via Birds (dealer) of Stratford-upon-Avon. Recently returned to working order is LWB 377P, 
a rare 1976 Van Hool-McArdle-bodied Volvo Ailsa new to South Yorkshire PTE as its No 377, which is preserved in the livery of Black Prince, Morley, 
for which it finally operated after a spell with London Buses as its VI4 between 1987 and 1990. Pictures: DAVID MITCHELL 
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GKE 68 at 80! 


Now celebrating 80 years 
since the bus entered service, 
restoration of GKE 68, a 1939 
Chatham & District Bristol K5G, 
is well on the way to completion. 
NICK LARKIN reports. 

This year sees two significant milestones 
for GKE 68, the under restoration 
Chatham & District Traction Company 
Bristol K with Weymann body which many 
people — and not only enthusiasts — are 
eagerly waiting to see back on the road. 

Firstly the bus is celebrating its 80th 
birthday, having been delivered in the 
light green and ginger brown. Liveried 
fleet at Luton depot in the Medway Towns 
of Kent in 1939. 

Secondly the Friends of Chatham 
Traction, owners of the bus, is celebrating 
ten years of charitable status. 

The massive restoration of the metal¬ 
framed vehicle, partly funded by an 
£89,800 lottery grant, is progressing well. 

However, the Friends are sensibly 
making no promises but there are hopes 
that the Bristol might be completed in 
2020 when there is cause to bake another 
anniversary cake — to mark 60 years of 
the bus being bought for preservation. 

GKE 68’s condition is, thankfully, 
transformed from the early 1990s, when 


the Bristol was in dire jeopardy, standing 
in the garden of a Suffolk house, the new 
owners of which engaged contractors 
to break the vehicle up. The British Bus 
Preservation Group (BBPG) managed to 
rescue GKE 68 at the 11th hour before 
this was due to take place, the horrendous 
task of extracting the vehicle being carried 
out by a Barnsley breaker after a couple 
of attempts to remove it from the site by 
other contractors failed. 

SOME HISTORY 

The Chatham & District Traction Co, 
formed in 1930, had been formally 
absorbed into its parent, Maidstone & 
District, on 30th September 1955 - and 
GKE 68 was painted in its new owner’s 
colours in March 1956. 

Sold to Passenger Vehicle Disposals of 
Dunchurch, Warwickshire the following 
December, GKE 68 ended up with 
Mountain Transport of London SW3, 
for staff transport during construction 
of the Berkeley Nuclear Power Station in 
Gloucestershire. 

Eventually former Chatham Traction 
conductor Brian Smith had located GKE 
68, and ended up buying it at for £65. 

Some renovation was carried out by 
a small group of M&D and East Kent 
Bus Group supporters, GKE being 
repainted in original colours before the 


bus languished for many years prior to the 
BBPG’s rescue. 

GKE 68 passed to the late Norman 
Myers, collector of challenged vehicles 
condition-wise and then Richard Briggs, 
who had built up a vast collection of 
vehicles at his premises near Hull, 

After Richard’s death, the Bristol ended 
up with preservationist Roger Burdett, 
but, the arrival of other projects saw 
him, after much deliberation, passing the 
bus on to Barnsley-based professional 
commercial vehicle repairer Paul Winter. 

He carried out some work on the bus, 
but storage problems meant Paul was 
pleased to offer the bus to its present 
owners, meaning a return to Kent. 
Norman Kemp of Nu-Venture kindly 
agreed to store GKE at its Aylesford 
premises. 

MAKING FRIENDS 

The Friends was formed after Richard 
Bourne, who had been brought up in the 
Medway Towns and remembers what 
were known locally as the ‘Brown Buses’ 
organised a meeting of interested parties 
in 2005. 

The Friends received a £10,000 Awards 
for All’ lottery grant in 2008, which 
financed a full assessment of the bus and 
its condition, paid for some tools to be 
purchased enabled a major promotion 
campaign to be carried out. Charitable 
status was achieved in 2009. 

Work carried out at Aylesford by 
Friends volunteers included replacement 
of the lower-deck pillars after Avery 

Left: GKE 68 is seen in service with 
Chatham & District. 

FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

Opposite page, top left: The only known 
image of the bus during its brief career 
with Maidstone & District. It is seen at 
New Road, Rochester. 

FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 

Top right: In jeopardy prior to rescue from 
a Suffolk garden in early 1990s. 

NICK LARKIN 

Bottom: Skeletal situation. GKE 68 on 
display at Detling Rally, 2014. 

FRIENDS OF CHATHAM TRACTION 
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Engineering successfully produced a 
prototype replacement. This work was 
guided by Ian Marsh. 

The Rochester Bridge Trust funded 
half the cost of rebuilding GKE’s 
engine, which was undertaken by Ray 
Harrison, 40 years a Gardner employee, at 
Chartham, near Canterbury. 

The major second lottery grant in 2013 
meant the bus could go to restorer Roy 
Gould at New Romney, where major 
framing work was carried out. The front 
dome was also repaired around this time. 


MOVE TO FAVERSHAM 

For the past two years GKE has been 
worked on at South East Coachworks in 
Faversham, Kent. Workshop manager 
Tom Coe has led the project, with 
experienced bus restorer Chris Gibbons 
acting as the Friends’ representative to 
guide the result. ‘It’s a fascinating project 
and we are really enjoying seeing the bus 
come together,’ says Tom. 

South East Coachworks has a policy of 
having at least one apprentice at any given 
time, which is how Tom began eight and a 
half years ago — and several have worked 
on the Bristol under the supervision of 
experienced coachbuilders. 

This fits in extremely well with the 
Friends’ policy that the bus should be an 
educational resource. A new staircase has 
been installed in the bus, with the old one 
being used as a pattern. The beading has 
been created by hand using a hammer and 
dolly. 

All panels have been fitted to the 
vehicle, the lower curved ones being made 
prior to the bus arriving at Faversham. 
Other panels have been made in house — 
the longitudinal waist moulding, originally 
produced as a single long piece, has been 
remade in sections. Pieces had been put 
into the originals when repairs had been 


carried out during the vehicle’s service 
days. 

A fair number of original panels have 
survived, including the decorative section 
forward of the front offside bulkhead. 

Though the framework for the door 
giving access to the battery box located on 
the side of the bus not far from the front 
nearside wheel is new, the panel, hinges 
and locking plates have been replaced. 

‘We have tried to keep the bus as original 
as possible,’ said Tom. ‘The front wings 
are original, the nearside needing major 
repairs, but the rears have had to be 
replaced.’ 

The front bulkhead framework was 
salvageable but the framing around the cab 
was replaced. The rear bulkhead panel has 
been retained, as has the destination box. 

The wooden floors have been renewed, 
as has the coving between the floors 
and side panels. The ceiling coving has 
survived, however, but the ceiling panels 
are new, but the wiring for the interior 
lighting has been renewed. The original 
light fittings and bulb holders have been 


refurbished and just about all the lenses 
have survived. 

The rebuilt engine has been re-installed, 
as has the radiator, complete with a 
Chatham & District Traction badge, cast 
using an original as a pattern, These items 
were renowned for disappearing from 
vehicles during their service days, but one 
or two are still in captivity! 

GKE’s original gearbox appears to be in 
good order so will be reinstalled as it is. 

A major step forward has been the 
remaking and installation of window pans, 
which will be followed by new rubbers and 
glass. Some of the window mechanisms 
have survived for re-use and others will 
be made using the originals as copies. The 
same applies to the stanchions inside the 
bus. 

The original frames are to be grit 
blasted and powder coated by Custom 
Wytelyne in Chatham, where apparently 
enthusiasm for the bus is not unknown! 

Upholstery is to be carried out by 
Tim East, who is based at South East 
Coachworks premises. 
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Left: Restoration of Chatham & District 
Bristol K5G, GKE 68, progressing well at 
South East Coachworks. 


Above: Managing the project is South East 
Coachworks workshop manager Tom 
Coe, who began work as an apprentice 
with the firm eight years ago. 

Below left: Rebuilt Gardner engine 
reinstalled. 

Below centre: Gearbox will go here! 

Bottom left: Chatham & District badge cast 
using original as pattern. 

Bottom centre: The framework for the 
door giving access to the battery is new, 
the panel, hinges and locking plates are 
original. 

Bottom right: New staircase made. 

All: NICK LARKIN 


Next item on the agenda Faversham is 
to paint GKE 68’s ceilings, and de on the 
most historically accurate material to be 
used on the interior side panels. 

Friends of Chatham Traction chairman 
Richard Bourne says: ‘We are delighted at 



the progress on the bus, and the standard 
of the work carried out by South East 
Coachworks. It’s difficult to set a finishing 
date but we are well on the way,’ 

A major donation by the late Len 
Randall towards the project has also been 



a major help in financing the restoration. 

Richard emphasised that the bus will be 
very much seen around locally and will be 
an educational resource, ‘We’ve christened 
the project the Medway Heritage Bus 
and will be visiting local schools as well 
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Upper-deck ceiling coving remains original though floor coving 
and drainage channels have been renewed. NICK LARKIN 


Original bulkhead has survived though staircase has been 
renewed. NICK LARKIN 



as taking part in community activities. 

We hope generations of local people will 
benefit from the project.’ 

The Friends have a developing 
relationship with the Historic Dockyard at 
Chatham, and will be promoting GKE 68 
at the Salute to the ’40s weekend on 21/22 
September. 

So hopefully it won’t be too long before 
GKE 68 will once again be regularly 
seen around the Medway Towns, as a 


memory of the once legendary ‘Brown 
Buses’ and as a highly useful resource of 
today. 

Adds Richard: ‘This project has been 
fascinating and has brought so many 
people together, all of whom are looking 
forward to seeing the bus complete’. 

An appropriate base has already 
been found for the finished GKE 68, 
Arriva having offered to house it at its 
Gillingham depot! 


THANKS 

Many thanks to Richard Bourne of the 
Friends of Chatham Traction, for his help 
with this feature. Further details via www. 
chathamtraction.org.uk or membership 
secretary Paul Kemsey on 01954 719694 
or paulkemsey@btinternet.com 

Thanks also to Tom Coe and everyone 
at South East Coachworks. We’ll be 
profiling this company and looking at 
some of its restorations next month! 
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85 YEARS TO THE DAY 



The Southern Vectis Omnibus Co's coastal service from Ryde to Alum 
Bay first ran on 12 July 1934. Eighty-five years to the day later, the 
Isle of Wight Bus & Coach Museum recreated the route using Derek 
Priddle’s preserved Dennis Ace DL 9015 as DAVID JUKES reports. 


The Vectis Bus Co, then owned by 
brothers Frank and Leonard Dodson, first 
served the Isle of Wight’s southern tip 
upon the introduction of its Newport to 
Ventnor via Chale and Blackgang service 
in October 1923. Through operation was 
suspended following a huge landslide east 
of Blackgang in July 1928; buses were 
diverted inland between Chale Green and 
Niton, with a connecting shuttle service 
to Blackgang, until the opening of a new 
Niton to Blackgang road in July 1933. 

By this time the Vectis Bus Co was 
no more; the Southern Railway (SR) 
acquired an interest from 1 March 1929 
and the remainder on 15 June 1932 when 
the Dodson brothers left the company. 
Southern Vectis was wholly railway-owned 
for a period until the SR’s latter part of 
the shareholding subsequently passed to 


the Tilling & British Automobile Traction 
Group. The resulting Southern Vectis 
Omnibus Co (SVOC) was first registered 
as a private company on 27 August 1929. 

THE COASTAL SERVICE 

The new road, and the continuing 
reconstruction of the Military Road 
between Chale and Freshwater Bay, led 
SVOC to apply for a licence to run a high 
season limited stop Ryde to Alum Bay via 
Ventnor and Blackgang service in spring 
1934. Determined opposition of 28 other 
operators, which considered their coaching 
activities would be threatened by this new 
service, resulted but SVOC’s application 
was duly granted for 20-seaters — the new 
service beginning on 12 July 1934 using six 
Harrington-bodied Dennis Aces (Nos 400- 
405, DL 9010-5) bought for its operation, 


their 20-seat capacity being the then- 
maximum allowed for driver-only operation. 

Three return journeys were operated 
daily at premium fares of 3/9d single 
(19p) and 6/6d return (32V2p), these being 
higher than those of ordinary bus services. 
There were also just 20 intermediate stops 
on the 36 3 /4mile route, which ran from 
11 July to 25 September in 1935 — Ryde 
Airport was later included in the stopping 
places. 

The Military Road was fully opened 
in 1936 which allowed the limited stop 
Coastal Service, by now service 26, to 
take full advantage of the scenic road 
along the Island’s south-western coast 
and no longer turn inland at Brook. The 
route’s popularity also ensured the use of 
larger crew-operated vehicles; two 26-seat 
Strachan-bodied Leyland Cubs of 1934/35 
vintage acquired with the operations of 
Walkden’s Bus Service of Sandown in 
1936 (DL 9086/680) were often used until 
the route’s suspension on the outbreak of 
hostilities on 3 September 1939. 

Route 26 was brought back in stages 
during the postwar years, initially 
operating between Yarmouth and 
Blackgang before subsequent eastern 
extensions to Ventnor, Shanklin then 
Sandown — eventually reaching Ryde in 
the 1980s, by which time it was numbered 
46 in SVOC’s seasonal service numbering 
series. 

The introduction of the privatised 
SVOC’s ‘Island Explorer’ service 7/7A 
in 1993 saw new K-registered Leyland 
Olympians circumnavigate the Island in 


Isle of Wight magic. DL 9015 heads eastwards away from Freshwater Bay along 
Military Road on 12 July. Dominating the background landscape is Tennyson Down 
and The Needles Headland. GRAHAM WHEELER 









































Above: Driver Trevor Wood poses 
with DL 9015 and an original prewar 
advertisement for the Coastal Service 
on Ryde Esplanade. The advert features 
an ex-Walkden’s Bus Service of Sandown 
1934 Strachan-bodied Leyland Cub 
SKP3, two of which, DL 9086/680, were 
operated by Southern Vectis following 
its 1936 acquisition of the Walkden 
company. DAVID JUKES 


Below: Shanklin Old Village appears to 
have changed little in the 85 years since 
the Ace’s earliest visits on the original 
Coaster Service. GRAHAM WHEELER 


THE SOUTHERN VECTIS DENNIS ACE FLEET 


No 

Reg 

Body 

New 

Notes 

400 

DL 9010 

Harrington B20F 

6/34 

Withdrawn 12/55, sold as Binstead mobile shop 1/56, to 

Valvona (breaker) of Oakfield 4/58, scrapped 3/63 

401 

DL 9011 

Harrington B20F 

6/34 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 7/41, to Newbury 
& District -/43-2/45 thence to four other coach companies in 
south-east, withdrawn 11/51 

402 

DL 9012 

Harrington B20F 

7/34 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 5/41, no further 
trace 

403 

DL 9013 

Harrington B20F 

7/34 

Converted to lorry for conveyance of chalk used in 
construction of Shanklin bus station -/54, withdrawn 12/59, 
to Ball (breaker) of Oakfield 7/60, scrapped 5/62 

404 

DL 9014 

Harrington B20F 

7/34 

Withdrawn 12/54, sold as Haylands garden shed, parts later 
to R. J. Crawley of Exeter to assist restoration of 405 

405 

DL 9015 

Harrington B20F 

7/34 

Withdrawn -/59, to Medina Camps (loW) Ltd 7/59, to Foster 
of Cowes 6/63 (preservation), to A. Coombes & R. J. Crawley 
of Exeter by -/67 (preservation), to R. Stay of Newport 

9/80 (preservation), to C. Thomas of Godshill by 7/83 
(preservation), to D. Priddle of Farnham 2/01 (preservation) 

406 

ADL 508 

Harrington B20F 

6/36 

Converted to lorry for conveyance of chalk used in 
construction of Shanklin bus station -/54, withdrawn 12/56 

407 

ADL 509 

Harrington B20F 

6/36 

Withdrawn -/58, to Newport Boy Scouts Association -/58, 
fire damaged and vandalised 10/58, to Valvona (breaker) of 
Oakfield -/59 

1 Acquired from CAG Coffen (Pioneer) of Ryde 3/37 

408 

DL 9043 

Harrington B20F 

5/34 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 7/41, to Nash, 
Ventnor 12/45 to 12/55, to Wiltshire owner but not licensed 

1 Acquired from HG Eames of Shanklin 

7/37 

10 

DL 9104 

Duple C20F 

7/34 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 4/41, later to 

Bere Regis & District, last licensed 12/48 

1 Acquired from 1 W Tourist Co Ltd 6/38 


DL 9727 

Margham C20F 

6/35 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 5/41, no further 
trace 


DL 9728 

Margham C20F 

7/35 

Requisitioned by Ministry of War Transport 5/41, no further 
trace 


clockwise and anticlockwise directions, 
initially in a dedicated cream and green 
livery before later repainting in a blue- 
based livery. These were replaced by 
similarly liveried R-registered Volvo 
Olympians in 1997 which were in 
turn superseded by low-floor Volvo 


B7TLs in 2002. The service was lost 
from April 2006 with the recasting of 
SVOC’s network to a Newport hub - 
its replacement is the seasonal ‘Island 
Coaster’ between Ryde and Alum Bay via 
Sandown, Shanklin, Ventnor, Blackgang 
and Freshwater Bay. 


ROUTE RECREATION 

B&CP was most kindly invited by event 
organiser Richard Newman to join the 
Coastal Service commemoration run on 12 
July 2019, 85 years to the day it first linked 
Ryde and Alum Bay. Derek Priddle’s 
former SVOC Harrington-bodied Dennis 
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Top: DL 9015 makes the turn from 
Victoria Street into Albert Street, 
Ventnor, before pulling up outside the 
Old Town Hall ... GRAHAM WHEELER 

Upper:... where it and YWG 109 are 
joined by Vectis Blue-liveried Alexander 
Dennis Enviro 400 1523 (HW62 CNE) 
operating the Island Coaster service 
from Ryde to Yarmouth. 

Lower left: DL 9015’s comprehensive 
Coastal Service destination display 
lists half of the original route’s 20 
intermediate stops between Ryde and 
Alum Bay. 

Lower right: DL 9015’s Harrington 
bodywork is full of period pieces including 
a working sunshine roof, used to great 
advantage on a fine summer’s day. It is 
also essential the Ace’s driver uses hand 
signals when turning and braking, as 
demonstrated here by Trevor Wood. 

Bottom: Departing Blackgang Chine after 
a brief photostop and an opportunity 
for passengers to switch buses. DL 9015 
is about to join the pre-1928 Blackgang 
Road’s alignment — it was severed to the 
east by a massive slip that year and more 
recently similarly severed to the west, 
although its path here is clearly visible. 

All four: DAVID JUKES 


Ace 405 (DL 9015), which entered service 
in July 1934 and was probably brand new 
for the first ‘Coastal’, was accompanied by 
the Isle of Wight Bus & Coach Museum’s 
ex-SVOC 908 (YWG 109, EL/53S), a 1940 
Bristol K5G with 1954 Eastern Coach 
Works bodywork acquired from Hants & 
Dorset in 1964, as a shadow vehicle given 
there were more than 20 travelling. 

The original 1934 route was followed 
from Ryde to Alum Bay as much as 
possible, the indefinite closure of 
Undercliff Drive owing to a significant 
landslip in 2014 forced an inland diversion 



MILITARY ROAD 

The Military Road is the section of the 
coastal A3055 road between Chale 
and Freshwater Bay. It was originally 
constructed around I860 as part of the 
Island’s defences, serving as a gated link 
between various military forts and barracks 
with private rights vested in the Seely family. 

The landowner Sir Charles Seely donated 
what was then a narrow track to the Isle of 
Wight Council for public use around 1930, 
the authority constructing a new road further 
inland, owing to the track’s vulnerability to 
erosion, between 1930 and 1936. 

Military Road remains endangered by 
slippage, particularly around Brook and 
beyond Compton Farm where landslides 
have brought the cliff top close to the road 
edge in places. 
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The original 1934 Coaster Service turned 
inland at Brook Chine as Military Road 
was not then built to Freshwater Bay. 

DL 9015 and YWG 109 wait for the 
photographers to finish their work before 
heading north to Shalcombe. 

Former Southern Vectis 908 (YWG 
109, FL] 538), a 1940 Bristol K5G with 
1954 Eastern Coach Works bodywork 
acquired from Hants & Dorset in 1964, 
acted as a shadow vehicle. It is seen 
through DL 9015’s rear window on 
Military Road at Brook Chine. 

Journey’s end at Alum Bay and The 
Needles Landmark Attraction. This area 
has seen considerable change since 1934, 
unlike several other parts of the Coastal 
Service. All: DAVID JUKES 



between Ventnor and Niton. We also 
correctly turned inland at Brook as the 
section of Military Road from there to 
Freshwater Bay did not open until 1936. 

Frequent photo stops’ were made en 
route , the opportunity also being taken 
to meet the current Island Coaster’ in 
Ventnor instead of Blackgang Chine as 
originally planned. The Ace was ably 
driven by Trevor Wood and the K by Chris 
Sullivan — to both and to Richard our 
grateful thanks for a most splendid day. 

SOUTHERN VECTIS AND 
THE DENNIS ACE 

The Harrington-bodied Dennis Aces 
acquired in 1934 for the Coastal Service, 
Nos 400-5 were joined by two more in 
June 1936 (SVOC Nos 406/7). To these 
were added four secondhand Aces (one 
bus and three coaches) as SVOC acquired 
some 14 Island-based private operators 
during its first decade. All are described 
within the accompanying table with 
known service histories and ultimate fates: 

It will be noted just half of SVOC’s 
Dennis Ace fleet remained in its 
ownership after World War 2, of which 
three were subsequently fitted with 
Bedford petrol engines and gearboxes 
removed from Bedford OB coaches 
converted to Perkins diesel power. The 
surviving Aces did not return to the 
Coastal Service but were instead used on 
SVOC’s town services. 

No 405, for example, was the regular 
bus for Newport town service 15A until its 
last summer in SVOC ownership, which 
was spent on Ventnor town service 37. The 
latter was withdrawn permanently after 
the 1958 summer season, possibly linked 
with the withdrawal of SVOC’s final Ace. 
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DEVON GENERAL 

CENTENARY 

The Devon General Centenary event, organised by The Devon General Society and held at Newton 
Abbot Racecourse, featured free bus services from the racecourse to Chudleigh, Bovey Tracey, 

Ipplepen and Teignmouth together with a link to the Railway Station. STEPHEN WREN reports. 
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Opposite page, top: The service 
to Teignmouth ran half-hourly 
using open-toppers, generally 
duplicated. Here we see DR2I0 
(OD 7497) approaching the rally 
site on its return journey. DR2I0 
is a 1934 AEC Regent built as a 
tramway replacement vehicle. 

It was converted to open-top 
in 1955 for sea front services 
at Torquay, a role it fulfilled 
until replaced by the ‘Seadog’ 
convertible Leyland Atlanteans 
in 1961. DR2I0 then ran with 
Thomas Bros of Port Talbot 
where it was used in a similar role 
at Aberavon. STEPHEN WREN 

Bottom left: The standard single¬ 
decker in the early postwar 
period was the attractive 
Weymann-bodied AEC Regal. 
Here is SR487 (HTT 487), one 
of the 1946 deliveries. Due to an 
increase in demand for double- 
deckers, it was one of a batch of 
six vehicles exchanged in 1952 
with Leicester for AEC Regents, 
also built in 1946. SIMON GILL 

Bottom right: Some vehicles 
arrived on site in bright sunshine 
on the evening prior to the event. 
DR705 (ETT 995) was a rebuild in 
1953 using the chassis frame from 
a 1937 Regent and the running 
units from a 1938 Regal. The new 
lightweight body was built by 
Saunders Roe and was unique. 
Weymann was chosen to body 19 
similar vehicles. STEPHEN WREN 


This page, top to bottom: A low 

bridge at Tiverton led Devon 
General to purchase six 
lowbridge all-Leylands in 1951. 

At the time Devon General was 
a loyal AEC customer but the 
deal offered by Leyland for the 
six PD2s and five Royal Tigers 
was too good to refuse. DL640 
(MTT 640) was the first of the 
batch of double-deckers. Shortly 
after delivery the low bridge was 
demolished and the use of the 
PD2s became more widespread. 
STEPHEN WREN 

DR679 (NTT 679) is a 1952 
AEC Regent III with prototype 
Weymann Aurora body which 
was displayed at the 1952 
Commercial Motor Show. 

SIMON GILL 

DR8I7 (VDV 817) is a 1957 AEC 
Regent V with Weymann body, 
one of a number delivered in 
1956/7 with open platforms for 
Exeter city services. Others, with 
platform doors, were used on 
more rural routes. SIMON GILL 
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Another open-platform AEC 
Regent V with Weymann 
body, DR8I8(VDV8I8), 
was sold to a Merseyside 
operator in 1971. It was 
later re-acquired by NBC 
breakaway division Red Bus 
and converted to open-top 
and used in traditional Devon 
General livery on Exeter 
city sightseeing services. 
Passing later to Ron Greet, 
the bus was some time later 
acquired and restored by 
Richard Holladay, returning 
it to service in Exeter. It is 
now based far from its Devon 
home, being on long-term 
loan to Seaford & District for 
its open-top services in the 
Eastbourne area, entering 
service there on 17 June 2017. 
SIMON GILL 



No 23 (CTT 23C), a 1965 AEC 
Reliance with Park Royal body 
is a standard BET product. 
Devon General standardised 
on the Reliance for its single¬ 
deck requirements from 
1957 until 1970, fitted with a 
variety of bodies. SIMON GILL 


From the NBC era on static 
display were these two 
convertible open-top Bristol 
VRTs. New in 1978, No 942 
(VDV I42S) was named 
Hermes and No 937 (VDV 
I37S) Victory. SIMON GILL 



VICTORY 





























No 1814 (A686 KDV), a 1983 
Leyland Olympian was the 
last chassis to be completed 
at Bristol Commercial 
Vehicles’ Brislingon works. 
SIMON GILL 

The Grey Cars trading name 
was used for Devon General 
coaching activities. These 
two AEC Reliances were built 
with bodies to 7ft 6in wide 
for touring on Dartmoor and 
Exmoor. Both were bodied by 
Willowbrook, with TCR960 
(960 HTT) of 1962 vintage 
carrying the Viscount body 
whilst TCR890 (890 ADV) 
from 1959 carries the earlier 
Viking body. SIMON GILL 
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New in 1964, Harrington 
Cavalier/Grenadier-bodied 
AEC Reliance Grey Cars I 
RDV entered preservation 
in 1979. It has remained on 
the road with several owners 
and is currently in the care of 
Millmans Coaches. 

SIMON GILL 
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The Eastern Transport 
Collection Society at 50 


The Eastern Transport 
Collection Society celebrated 
its 50th anniversary with a 
special event at the East Anglia 


Transport Museum on 6/7 July. 
The Society’s and Museum’s 
own vehicles were supported 
by visiting buses and coaches 


on the weekend’s free services 
and tours to Lowestoft and 
Beccles. Other visiting vehicles 
were displayed in and around 


the Museum, within which 
its usual visitor attractions, 
including tram and trolleybus 
rides, proved most popular. 

Top: The weekend’s star 
attraction! Catching the 
morning sun outside the 
East Suffolk Light Railway’s 
Chapel Road station is former 
Eastern Counties HLG4 
(VG 5541), a 1933 Weymann- 
bodied Bristol GJW new to 
the Norwich Electric Traction 
Company as its No 43. Its 
stately progress required the 
journeys between its Midlands 
home and the Museum to be 
made over two days. 

Pictures: DAVID JUKES 


Left: Arriving at the Museum 
is former Lincolnshire Road 
Car 2609 (OFW 806), a 1957 
ECW-bodied Bristol SC4LK 
coach. 


www.presbuspublishing.com 

























Top: Sharing trolleybus service duties 
were Bournemouth 286 (YLJ 286), a 
1959 Weymann-bodied Sunbeam MF2B, 
and Portsmouth 313 (ERV 938), a 1951 
Burlingham-bodied BUT 961 IT. 

Above left: Approaching journey’s end 
when photographed outside the Museum 
is preserved former First Eastern 
Counties 574 (S574 TPW), a 1999 Wright 
Axcess Floline-bodied Scania L94UB. 

Above: The Ipswich Transport Museum 
also supported the event — its former 
Eastern Counties LFSI25 (GNG I25C), a 
1965 ECW-bodied Bristol Lodekka FS5G 
resplendent in NBC poppy red, is seen in 
Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, on 7 July. 

Left: LG587 (WAH 587S) was the final East 
Lancs National Greenway to be operated 
by Eastern Counties. It was new in 1977 to 
Eastern Counties as conventional Leyland 
National LN587 and rebuilt to its current 
form in late-1995. 
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A wet Saturday afternoon in Beccles 
is graced by both former Great 
Yarmouth Transport No 85. On the 
right is AEX 85B, a 1964 Pennine¬ 
bodied AEC Reliance, and on the 
left is its successor WEX 685M, a 
1973 ECW-bodied AEC Swift. 
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Sandtoft Gathering 2019 


The UK may have been 
sweltering in record 
temperatures on 25 July, just 
two days before the Sandtoft 
Gathering weekend, but 


Saturday 27 proved to be wet 
— very wet for much of the 
time if truth be told — and 
Sunday 28 (Gathering day) 
a tad overcast. All but the 


most determined trolleybus 
enthusiasts appeared to stay 
away on Saturday, but a 
good turnout of visitors — 
enthusiast and non-enthusiast 


alike — were present for 
Sunday’s main event as the 
weather remained dry. 
DAVID JUKES recorded the 
event. 



Above: Making a splash through 
the very large puddle that 
formed during Saturday 
morning at the trolleybus 
circuit’s northern end is 
Nottingham 506 (KTV 506), a 
1950 Brush-bodied BUT 964IT. 

Left: Sunday’s drier weather 
enabled the outside display 
of A 8 DC, the Czech- 
built replica Cedes-Stoll 
trolleybus, complete with 
troller. We failed to mention 
in last month’s news report 
its second launch on Sunday 
30 June by Keighley Town 
Mayor, Peter Corkindale, and 
Mayoress, Mrs Susan Brown. 


Opposite, top: Arriving on 
the Gathering display field 
is ex-Chesterfield 266 
(GNU 266C), a 1965 
Weymann Aurora-bodied 
Daimler CCG6. 
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Below: Manoeuvring into its designated parking space is 
Hornsby’s of Ashby EDR 793, a 1949 Duple Vista-bodied 
Bedford OB new to Pridham Bros of Lamerton, Devon, and 
acquired from the Netherlands in 2017. 



Below: Recently acquired by John Whipham for preservation 
from Isle Coaches of Owston Ferry is FI37 PHM, a 1988 
Alexander RV-bodied Volvo BI0M-50 new to Grey Green in 
dual-doored form as its No 137 for use on London Regional 
Transport tendered routes. 




Above: Carrying a good load at Sunday lunchtime is the 
Doncaster Omnibus & Light Railway Society’s former 
Doncaster Corporation 375 (CDT 636), a 1945 Karrier W with 
1955 Roe bodywork, which was the town’s last trolleybus. 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



Bradford was one of the first 
two trolleybus system to be 
opened in the UK, the other 
being Leeds. Both began 


operations on 20 June 1911. 
However, the public service on 
the Bradford system did not 
start until four days later. 


Bradford lasted the longest 
of all the UK’s trolleybus 
systems being the last to close 
on 26 March 1972. 


Many Bradford trolleybuses 
are now preserved in the UK, 
including 11 at the Trolleybus 
Museum at Sandtoft. 

In 1959 Bradford embarked 
on an extensive rebodying 
programme effectively 
modernising the fleet. 

Initially revitalising some 
KarrierWin 1952 by fitting 
them with rear-entrance 
East Lancs bodywork. 

Others followed again with 
East Lancs rear-entrance 
bodywork. The programme, 
however, switched to a 
revised style in 1958 when 
forward-entrance bodywork 
with narrow windows, giving 
them a somewhat austere 
look, also by East Lancs, was 
fitted to a substantial number 
of buses. The style became 
the standard Bradford look 
with ma6ny of the trolleys 
outliving others lasting until 
the system closed in 1972 No 
706 (DKY 706), a 1945 Karrier 
W rebodied in 1959 was 
indeed withdrawn in 1972. 
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Top left: Not all of the postwar 
fleet was rebodied. In original 
condition is No 758 (FKU 
758), a Weymann-bodied 
BUT 961 IT, new in 1951 and 
withdrawn in 1971. 

Top right: Withdrawn in 
1964 No 746 (EKU 746) is a 
1948 BUT 961 IT with Roe 
bodywork. 


Upper: As systems closed 
elsewhere, quality used 
vehicles were snapped up. 
No 769 (NNU 233), a 1949 
Weymann BUT 961 IT came 
from Notts & Derby in 1953. 
It was withdrawn in 1963. 


Lower left: Acquired as a 
chassis only in 1952 from 
South Wales Transport, 1943 
Karrier W No 778 (CBX 601) 
received a rear-entrance East 
Lancs body prior to entering 
service. It lasted until 1970. 

Lower right: From St Helens in 
1958 came East Lancs-bodied 
BUT 961 IT No 795 (BDJ 83). 
New in 1950 it was rebuilt by 
Roe before entering service. 

It was withdrawn in 1971. 


Bottom: No 833 (LHN 783) 
came from Doncaster in I960. 
New to Darlington in 1947, it 
was rebodied by East Lancs 
before entering service and 
withdrawn in 1971. 
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Below: Another former Mexborough & Swinton chassis, 1961 East Lancs-bodied Sunbeam F4 No 845 (JWW 375) had been new in 
1949. Most of the former Mexborough & Swinton vehicles lasted until the end of the system in 1972. 


Above: Following its closure, Mexborough & Swinton passed on a number of chassis for rebodying by East Lancs. No 844 (FWX 914) 
was a 1961 Sunbeam F4 new in 1949. 
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An Advertising Gem 

Not many preserved single-deckers feature six adverts but, as SIMON GILL discovers, these are proving 
a major attraction on former Western National Bristol SUL No 692 (EDV 555D) which is part of the 
Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust collection. 



The Bristol SU (small underfloor) is one 
of those vehicles that tends to polarise 
people’s opinions but, love them or hate 
them, there is no denying how much this 
beautifully turned out example is turning 
heads wherever it goes; bringing back 
fond memories of holidays in the West 
Country during the 1960s and 1970s. 

BRISTOL SU 

After the early 1930s Bristol Commercial 
Vehicles did not produce small capacity 
saloons designed specifically for use in 
rural areas until the introduction of the 
Bristol SC4LK in 1956 which followed 
three prototypes in 1954/55. These were 
mainly operated in the flat eastern counties 
of England and by Crosville in Wales. 

Following the introduction of the 
Albion Nimbus in 1955, Bristol engineers 
set about designing a similar underfloor- 
engined chassis for operators within 
the state owned British Transport 
Commission. The Bristol SU model 

emerged in 1960 using established 
components from several 
manufacturers with the 
same Albion EN250H four 


cylinder 4.1-litre engine as the Nimbus, 
driving through a David Brown 5-speed 
constant mesh crash’ gearbox, together 
with front and rear axles from Kirkstall 
and BMC respectively. 

The first to appear was the ‘short’ 

12ft 5 ins wheelbase SUS4A for an 
overall body length of 24ft 4in seating 
30 passengers, followed by the ‘long’ 

15ft wheelbase SUL4A for a nominal 
body length of 28ft seating 36 as a bus. 

All carried narrow 7ft 6in-wide bodies 
by Eastern Coach Works (ECW) with 
some SULs finished to touring coach 
specification with 33 seats. No SUS 
coaches were built. 

A four-piece flat windscreen was 
fitted, the two upper parts being raked 
backwards slightly with the front panel 
incorporating a high grille for the radiator. 
The rear featured a single large rear 
window set into a curved roof similar to 
the SC4LK. An unusual feature in such 
a small bus was a luggage boot at the rear 
and space in front of the longitudinal 
seat over the front nearside wheel arch 
for luggage and parcels; ideal in rural and 
holiday areas. 


PRODUCTION 

In all, 181 SUs were built during a six-year 
production period which consisted of 25 
SUS buses, 38 SUL coaches and 118 SUL 
buses. Almost three quarters of the total 
were supplied to Western and Southern 
National; Western National having 83 
(9 SUS, 50 SUL buses, 24 coaches) and 
Southern National 50 (7 SUS, 31 SUL 
buses, 12 coaches) all of which transferred 
to Western National from December 
1969. 

Other operators were West Yorkshire 
(18), Bristol Omnibus (9), Southern 
Vectis (8), United Counties (6), United 
Automobile (5) and United Welsh (2). 
Production ceased in 1966 when supplies 
of the Albion engine were exhausted. 

Had more been available it is likely that 
production would have continued until 
the Bristol LH was ready in 1968; the 
intervening year being catered for by the 
Bedford VAM. 

Former Western National No 692 
(EDV 555D) was the final evolution of 
the Bristol SUL, seen here displaying its 
offside ‘Parcels by Bus* advert. 

SIMON GILL 










RELIABILITY 

The Albion engine was liable to major 
failures, including head gasket failure 
and broken crankshafts, until Western 
National engineers discovered that some 
were running at 300rpm higher than 
their designed limit due to the manifold 
vacuum-driven governor losing its 
accuracy. Once this was corrected and 
service intervals increased the number 
of failures reduced considerably and they 
gave good service. 

Despite its lightweight engineering 
many SUs remained in service with their 
original operators until the late 1970s, 
after which they were popular with 


lining and Southern National fleetnames. 
After Southern National was wound 
up in November 1969 No 692’s livery 
was modified without the lining, and a 
brighter, yellow block fleetname applied 
to the cream waistband. A further change 
to NBC green with white waistband and 
‘double N’ logos and fleetname above the 
windows occurred in the mid 1970s. 

Unlike earlier examples No 692 
represents the final evolution of the SUL 
bus featuring ECW’s distinctive cream 
window rubber, sliding window vents, 
revised-style rear lights, repositioned front 
flashing indicators further forward near 
the sidelights, fibreglass wings, welded 
(rather than riveted) wheels, fluorescent 
interior lights and large-sized roof vents. 

It remained in Somerset and Dorset 
throughout most of its life moving to 
Chard in November 1969, followed by 
Weymouth, before a brief spell over 
the Devon border at Seaton during the 
summer of 1977. It moved to one of 
the final strongholds of the SU fleet at 
Bridport, which had a high concentration 
of difficult country routes, in September 
1977 before being withdrawn in May 
1979, although some Dorset SUs limped 
on until the summer. 


DISPOSAL 

Initially sold for preservation No 692 was, 
by June 1980, one of 41 SUs (32 saloons, 

9 coaches) stockpiled by Kinross Plant 
& Construction, in Scotland. These 
were to be refurbished and exported to 
Guernsey to replace the islands aging fleet 
of Albion Victors for which their small size 
was ideal. Only 21 had been despatched 
before the island’s bus operator filed for 
insolvency, so the remainder were either 
abandoned in progress or, in 692’s case, 
not started. 

In February 1982 Colin Billington 
rescued No 692 for preservation. It 
was selected as the least battle-scarred 


Top: No 692 when first viewed at Kinross 
in 1982. 


Centre: Day after arrival at Fifield — the 
three ducks were named by the staff of 
our engineering company after the three 
directors — Colin, David and Minaz, all 
(the ducks not the directors!) sadly wiped 
out by the resident fox. 


Bottom: About to leave for Chelveston in 
1998 — panelling completed, windows 
out, paint completely stripped. 

All: COLIN BILLINGTON 


independent operators throughout the UK 
including Guernsey and the Isles of Scilly. 
The last SU in operational service was 
with Tillingbourne Bus in May 2000. 

The type has enjoyed a remarkable 
survival rate with no fewer than 21 (12%) 
still known to exist including 16 preserved 
examples, one of which is in Mexico. 


No 692 IN SERVICE 

No 692 (EDV 555D) was one of the last 
SULs to be built and is the sole surviving 
example of those new to Southern 
National. It entered service in May 
1966 at Yeovil, painted in traditional 
Tilling green and cream with black 
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Top: Staging around No 692 for painting 
the roof in 2016. 

Centre: External repainting complete and 
692 on axle stands for chassis restoration, 
mid 2017. 

Bottom left: Internal ‘mid-life’ 
refurbishment underway, late 2017. 

Bottom right: Chassis and underside 
completed to a very high standard, March 
2019. All: COLIN BILLINGTON 

example, the rest having sustained body 
damage by brutal shunting with forklift 
trucks. It is the only survivor of those that 
remained at Kinross. Still in NBC green 
and white livery, No 692 was delivered 
to its new home by low loader in 1983 
and placed in storage until 1989 when 
preliminary restoration started. This 
included overhaul of the braking system, 
substantial body repanelling, windows 
removed and paint stripped. 

As a side project to Colin’s major 
restorations at the time — Royal Blue 
Bristol LL6B No 1250 (LTA 729) and 
Dennis Mace No 668 (BTA 59) — 
progress was slow so, in August 1998, 
he sold it to the Chelveston Preservation 
Society for continued preservation and 
restoration. Unfortunately, little was 
achieved so Colin bought it back in 
August 2007. 

RESTORATION RESTARTS 

By 2009, the bus was back in Devon 
and further bodywork was undertaken 
followed by exterior painting and the 
fitting of glass with new cream window 
rubber. 

A further move by low loader to Colin’s 
base near Maidenhead in September 2010 
enabled the start of a full engine overhaul 
beginning with a failed head gasket. The 
hydraulic brake wheel cylinders and piping 
were stripped, overhauled and replaced 




as necessary together with the vacuum 
servo and master cylinder. Peter Delaney 
tested the electrical system and undertook 
repairs including correcting a short to the 
chassis in the starter motor. 

With hydraulic piping to the accelerator 


and clutch cylinders replaced the cab floor 
was refitted and the cab and entrance 
area refurbished. Hoisting the bus up on 
suitable vehicle lifts enabled the chassis 
to be stripped of grease and rust prior to 
repainting silver. New tyres were fitted to 
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all seven wheels, including the spare. 

Colin placed No 692 on loan to the 
Thames Valley & Great Western Omnibus 
Trust in 2016 to enable Trust supporters 
to learn skills from the final process of 
returning it to the road. 

FINISHING TOUCHES 

A final coat of Tilling green was applied 
to finish No 692 in its late-1960s Western 
National guise, currently the only service 
bus so treated in preservation. Other 
paintwork was touched up and bright- 
work polished before it was reunited 
with its original stamped fleetnumber 
plate. Transfers supplied by Tearnes of 
Birmingham were applied. 

Apart from repainting the seat frames, 
692’s flooring and seat moquette is mostly 
original, giving an ‘in service’ feel which 
is appropriate to the period its restoration 
is representing. The sponge rubber 
seat squabs had deteriorated badly so 
replacements were obtained from Efoam 
(Simply Foam Products Ltd, Bilston) who 
can supply next day once dimensions are 
confirmed. 

One of the final jobs was the application 
of six adverts by father and son sign- 
writers, Brian and Tom Allum of Allum 
Signs, Woodcote. These magnificent 


early 1970s adverts were recreated from 
photographs specifically assembled over 
many years. 

On the rear are two round target 
adverts for a Taunton insurance broker 
and a Yeovil Saab dealer, an advert 
above the rear window for a Crewkerne 
horticultural engineer featuring a lady 
with a Flymo and a Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society advert on the 
boot doors. 

There are long cove panel adverts on 
both sides above the windows - the well 
know ‘Parcels by Bus’ on the offside and 
Greenslades holidays on the nearside 
featuring a bikini clad lady, affectionately 
known locally as ‘Leticia’. Her lifelike 
eyes beneath tinted sunglasses are worth 
seeing! 

WINNER 

No 692s first trial run on a public highway 
since 1989 was undertaken on 30 April 
2019 so any snagging issues, mainly 
relating to the body, could be corrected 
before it attended the London to Brighton 
Run on 12 May. 

To the delight of TV&GWOT 
supporters EDV 555D was awarded the 
prize for the best post-1949 bus or coach 
which, Colin believes, was due to the 


Top left: The very presentable interior 
looking towards the rear. 

Top right: The luggage rack nets above the 
seats will be noted looking towards the 
front. 

Below left: Compact cab. 

Below right: The advert for Greenslades 
tours shows ‘Leticia’ ready for a relaxing 
holiday in the West Country. 

Opposite, top: Nearside of No 692 
(EDV 555D) with distinctive cream 
window rubber and the famous advert 
for Greenslades. 

Opposite, bottom: Five of the six adverts 
are shown in this rear nearside view. 

All: SIMON GILL 

adverts and the quality of the chassis 
restoration, mostly carried out by Roger 
Tuggey and Andy Goddard. He would 
like to thank the great team effort by all 
supporters who have been involved with 
the project. 

You should be able to see 692 at the 
next Kingsbridge Vintage Bus Running 
Day on Saturday 21 September 2019. 

Our thanks to Colin Billington for 
his hospitality and help with this feature 
including access to the excellent quarterly 
magazine ‘To and Fro’ produced for 
TV&GWOT Supporters. 
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Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 



WESTERN NATIONAL 




Western National, 
serving parts of the West 
Country, one of our most 
popular holiday areas, 
came to the attention of 
enthusiasts from far and 
wide. Here we bring you 
a small selection of the 
vehicles that they might 
have seen. 


Top: We begin with a most 
unlikely find in the shape 
of No 87 (GNJ 574), a 1943 
Pickering-bodied Guy Arab 
which had been acquired 
from Brighton Hove & 
District in 1949. We imagine 
that this vehicle was engaged 
on a contract of some kind. 
The motor cycle we have 
been unable to identify. 

Centre: It’s Falmouth in 1973 
and 1955 Bristol LS5G No 
1748 (RTT 958) poses in the 
exit to the garage there. The 
bus was withdrawn two years 
later. 

Bottom left: We now move 
to Somerset, Taunton to be 
precise where we find resting 
in the bus station 1957 Bristol 
LD6B No 1930 (UOD 484). 
This Lodekka was sold to 
Top Deck Travel in 1976 and 
exported in 1990. 

Bottom right: Looking smart in 
National Bus Company leaf 
green is 1959 Bristol LD6G 
No 1954 (506 BTA). This bus 
enjoyed a long service life, 
it was not withdrawn and 
subsequently scrapped until 
1976. 
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This diverse trio of lightweights 
comprises two Bristol LH6Ls and 
a Bedford VAM5. Centre stage 
is 1979 LH6L No 1558 (FDV 
788V), later transferred to NBC 
breakaway subsidiary North 
Devon. Following withdrawal in 
1992, it was used as a mobile film 
processing shop prior to becoming 
a mobile home in 2000, a role it 
continues to fulfil today. Looking 
on from the sidelines is No 1319 
(NTT3l9M),a 1973 Marshall¬ 
bodied LH6L. These unique 
coaches were originally intended 
for use von Royal Blue services, 
but soon proving unsuitable, they 
were downgraded to bus work 
exchanging their white/blue 
stripe West of England coaching 
livery for a less eye-caching 
leaf green with white relief. 
Withdrawn in the mid-1980s, No 
1319 became a member of the 
Barnsley Community Transport 
fleet. Several operators followed 
until the LH6L was acquired for 
preservation around 2003. There 
have been three owners whilst in 
preservation. In the background 
is 1967 ECW-bodied VAM5 No 
1610 (KDV I32F), another unlikely 
combination. 


Seen in 1979 after withdrawal, 
1966 Bristol FLF6G No 2106 
(EDV 5I8D) was here awaiting 
export to the USA. It found a 
new home in Seattle and then 
Denver, Colorado where it 
was used to promote Denver 
Burglar Alarms. Withdrawn, and 
presumably laid up in 1995, it was 
destroyed by fire in 2008. 

We finish with 1974-built No 
1610 (GDV 459N) another Bristol 
LH6L, here with North Devon 
(Red Bus) post-1983, No 1610 was 
scrapped in 1993. 
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NIGEL APPLEFORD discusses 
the Original Omnibus Company’s 
AEC ‘Q’ single-deck bus. 

The prototype AEC Q was introduced 
in 1932. It was designed by George 
John Rackham, who had also designed 
Leyland’s Titan and Tiger and while at 
AEC the Regent and Regal. Rackham 
had also spent time in America as Chief 
Engineer of Yellow Coach Manufacturing 
Co Ltd, and it was during a return visit 
to the US that his attention was drawn to 
the Twin Coach, built by one of Yellow’s 
rivals, Fageol. This coach featured two 
small engines, one on each side of the 
vehicle allowing a front entrance with the 
driver ahead of the front axle. Rackham 
decided that this layout was too complex 
and expensive to maintain so he designed 
the Q with a single engine mounted to 
the offside behind the front axle. The 
transmission was mounted outside of 
the offside chassis frame to a differential 
offset to the rear. This meant that single 
rear wheels would be needed and to 
balance the weight the rear axle was 
placed almost at the rear of the chassis; 
even so the tyres were larger and wider 
than usual. Due to the position of the 
rear axle and engine a rear entrance 
wasn’t possible so the entrance was placed 
behind the front axle (although later 
Q chassis were altered to allow a front 


entrance alongside the driver). 

The chassis was available for double- or 
single-deckers, on the double deck models 
the staircase was over the front wheelarch 
or engine allowing a front entrance 
alongside the driver. 

The prototype single-deck Q1 was 
bodied by the London General Omnibus 
Company and trialled in London and 
elsewhere but didn’t initially attract 
a large order. LT was undergoing a 
re-organisation and it wasn’t until 1935 
that London Transport placed an order 
for 100 4Q4 type buses with mid-side 
doors for the Country Area. These are 
the subject of the OOC model. This was 
followed by 80 5Q5 buses for the Central 
Area and 50 6Q6 Green Line coaches 
but these were of different designs to the 
4Q4s. 

The 4Q4 was 27ft 6in long, with an 
18ft 6in wheelbase and AEC A170 7.7- 
litre oil engine. The bodies were built by 


Birmingham Railway Carriage and Wagon 
Co., initially as FB38C, later FB35C. They 
arrived in 1935/36 as Q6-55 (BXD 527- 
76), Q56-105 (CGJ 161-210). They were 
later joined by Q186/7 (CLE 127/8). The 
body was quite stylish and featured a full 
front, roofline sloping to the rear together 
with a single rear window, the emergency 
exit being located amidships on the 
offside. 

In October 1936, 27 4Q4s (Q81- 
105/86/7) were converted to Green Line 
Coaches. This involved fitting a heater, 
luggage racks and roof board brackets 
together with a front grille. Unfortunately 
due to the engine intrusion they retained 
the sideways bench seats although they 
were also downseated (the front seat 
being removed and a full bulkhead fitted 
behind the driver). A number of 4Q4 
buses and coaches found their way to 
Central Area duties and a number gained 
red livery. The class ran through World 


FLEETLIST 


CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 4mm Scale 


Ref: 

Identity: 

Released: 

Run: 

Door: 

Notes: 

OM4IOOI 

London Transport (Green) Q7B (BXD 528) 

Aug 2002 

9,400 

Closed 

1934 livery 

OM4I002 

London Transport (Green) Q43B (BXD 564) 

Sep 2002 

6,600 

Closed 

Wartime livery 

OM4I003 

London Transport (Red) Q6 (BXD 527) 

Oct 2002 

8,000 

Open 


OM4I004 

London Transport (Red) Q6 (BXD 527) 

Nov2002 

2,500 

Closed? 

Code 2 Model Collector 

OM4I004A 

London Transport (Red) Q53 (BXD 574) 

Sep 2004 

300 

Closed 

Code 3 Ramblers Association 

OM4I005 

London Transport (Green Line) Q83c (CGJ 188) 

Jan 2003 

4,100. 

Closed 


OM4I006 

Malta I860 

Feb 2003 

2,500 

Closed 


OM4I007 

London Transport (Green) QI86 (CLE 127) 

Jun 2003 

3,600 

Closed 

Postwar livery 

OM4I008 

London Transport (Red) Q85 (CGJ 190) 

Oct 2003 

3,500 

Closed 


OM4I009 

London Transport (Green) Q30 (BXD 551) 

Feb 2004 

2,500 

Open 


OM4I009A 

London Transport (Green) Q95 (CGJ 200). 

Aug 2005 

260 

Open 

Code 3 Ramblers Association 

OM4IOIO 

London Transport (Green) QI035CD (CGJ 180) 

Jul 2007 

1,410 

Open 

Civil Defence Mobile Gas Unit 


ATLAS EDITIONS GREAT BRITISH BUSES 1:76 4mm Scale 

4655514 London Transport (Green) Q103 (CGJ 208) May 2011 



War 2 and lasted into the 1950s when 
they were replaced en masse by RFs. Two 
complete buses of this batch (Q55 at 
Acton and Q83 at Brooklands) survive in 
preservation as does the chassis of Q69. 


Above left: Q83 (CGJ 188) is one of the two 
complete 4Q4s to be preserved, in this 
case seen outside the old Cobham Bus 
Museum during 2001 when it had been 
repainted in Central Area red livery. The 
grille denotes it was one of the Green 
Line coach conversions, although a 
number of these later went to Kingston 
garage and were repainted red for use 
on 215 and 219 services with some short 
workings on the 218. 

Above right: Q83 again, seen earlier this 
year at Brooklands, as returned to Green 
Line coach condition in two tone green 
livery with side destination boards and 
green triangle badge. 

Left: First release on this casting in August 
2002 was a model of Q7B (BXD 528) in 
the 1934 to wartime livery, duo green 
with black lining and black mudguards; 
on this release the door was in the closed 
position. 
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This was followed in September 2002 by 
a model of Q43B (BXD 564) in wartime 
livery. The green is much darker and the 
window framing is white to aid sighting 
the bus in the blackout. The headlamps 
and foglight are masked down while the 
front bumper corners are also white to 
aid sighting; surprisingly perhaps Q43 still 
has a full blind display. 

The first red release came in October 
2002 with the release of a model of Q6 
(BXD 527) which is depicted on Kingston 
garage’s route 218. The model also 
carries a ‘K’ allocation plate printed 
below the nearside window in front of the 
open door. 

In January 2003 a model of Q83cs 
(CGJ 188) was released in the earlier 
Green Line livery. It also features a front 
grille and roof side destination boards for 
Green Line service L together with a front 
slipboard below the nearside windscreen 
offerin: ‘Id Fares on this Coach’. 

At the time of 4Q4 disposals, London 
Transport sales of redundant vehicles 
were restricted, but a number were 
exported to Libya, Cyprus and Malta. 

This is a model of one that saw further 
use in Malta with local registration 
I860. It was formerly QI03 (CGJ 
208), exported to Malta by McAlpine 
(contractors) for a contract and sold 
on locally. It gained a Bedford grille 
(a metal part on the model) and new 
wheel arches. This colourful model was 
released in February 2003. 

Although relegated to bus work, this 
model of Q186 (CLE 127) was of one 
of the Green Line conversions and 
still sports the roof destination board 
brackets and front grille. In postwar 
Country Area livery, it was released in 
June 2003. 

MODELS 

OOC’s model is representative of the 
102 4Q4 types with BRCW bodies. It is 
possibly an unusual prototype for a model 
as liveries are somewhat limited. LT was 
under nationalised bus company rules 
preventing any sales to operators in a 
position to compete with BTC routes so 
there are no other UK PSV liveries to be 
produced. A number of the 4Q4s found 
non-PSV use in the UK and abroad while 
some were exported to places such as 
Malta, Cyprus and Libya. 

Nevertheless I do think this is an 
extremely good model. It was introduced 
into the OOC range in August 2002 and I 
think it captures the look of the prototype 
extremely well. Although it’s a fairly small 
model main dimensions are spot-on. 

The body is a single piece casting (two 
castings have been produced for open 
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Another red model was this release of 
Q85 (CGJ 190) on another of Kingston’s 
red routes, the 215. This picture clearly 
shows the detail of the offside engine 
which has been very well produced by 
Corgi/OOC. The model was released in 
October 2003. 

As already mentioned, the engine is 
actually modelled and features an etched 
metal cover which can be removed; for 
transit it was secured by two pieces of 
clear adhesive tape. Corgi/OOC has done 
an excellent job on this. 

This offside view of the model of Q30 
(BXD 551) shows the sloping roofline, 
single-piece rear window and mid-side 
emergency exit. The black raised circular 
shape in offside bumper is the exhaust 
pipe which is produced in relief along 
the baseplate. The blue warning sign and 
yellow blinds are unique to this particular 
release from February 2004. 

In August 1952 Q75 (CGJ 180) was 
transferred to the service fleet and 
converted for use as a training vehicle for 
Civil Defence exercises, in which capacity 
it was used as a mobile gas unit. It was 
renumbered QI035CD in the service 
vehicle series in May 1954. The model, 
the latest release on this casting, was 
released in July 2007. 

Atlas Editions released a model based 
on the Corgi/OOC Q type in its Great 
British Buses series during May 2011. It 
is a model of QI03 (CGJ 208) in a light 
green and cream Green Line livery. A 
number of Country Area vehicles were 
repainted in a lighter livery although the 
picture on the cover of Alan Townsin’s 
book on the Q-types in ‘The Best of 
British Buses’ series shows a two-tone 
green livery with the wheels in darker 
green. The model also lacks a grille and 
roof side destination boards, a mirror 
or two and the windscreen wipers are 
printed on. 

and closed door variations) with a plastic 
chassis/baseplate; two screws at the rear 
hold the model together. The interior 
is a plastic moulding and the glazing is 
commendably flush. Wing mirrors of the 
appropriate pattern are fitted as per the 
prototypes and windscreen wipers are a 
separate etched fitting. On the offside 
the engine can be seen and is covered 
by a removable etched panel, this is held 
in place by two pieces of clear adhesive 
tape while in the plastic box. Lifeguards 
are plastic. OOC has obviously produced 
plastic wheels with rubber tyres especially 
for this (and the double deck) model and 
very authentic they look. 

Paint finish and decoration is to OOC’s 
usual high standard. All models feature 
registration plates. 
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heritage open days 


NHVC 


Come oioKg awd learn about tke *>orte of our 
Ckarlfc^j cmd fcke roles our volunteers fulfil In 
telling Ike stor^ of local transport kerltage. 


NOTTINGHAM 


HERITAGE VEHICLES CHARITY 


Static Exhibits, Fundraising Stalls, refreshments and guided tours of our 
workshop area and exhibits, celebrating Nottingham's transport heritage 

Subject to demand a free bus tour will visit our offsite storage site at 1 pm 

The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 

10am - 4pm IT IS FREE TO ALL (Please note - limited parking onsite) 


Transport nostalgia at its best. Displays detailing the history of local bus companies and their 
vehicles. A celebration of the Charity and its work through the drive and enthusiasm of our 
team. Learn about our aims, and maybe even enlist as a new volunteer. We are working 
towards developing a centre for restoration excellence in Nottinghamshire, whilst continuing to 
operate the depot as a working heritage bus garage. Volunteers are gradually restoring the 
fabric of the art deco bus garage, whilst others work on vehicle projects and background 
tasks. Want to know more - then come along for a look around I 
Follow us on FACEBOOK or email, enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 






























Frank Sinatra turned down the chance of having his name plastered on a withdrawn-from- 
service Bolton bus, and there’s something strange from Austria. NICK LARKIN reports. 
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EXPRESS DIARY 

This is guaranteed to make 
most of you feel old! 

It is now 30 years ago 
since the then bright-eyed, 
youthful and hopeful me was 
summoned to what appeared 


to be a Travelodge somewhere 
in Northamptonshire on a 
Monday for an important 
event. 

It was the launch of National 
Express’ new standard coach, 
the Expressliner, replacement 


for numerous Leyland Leopards 
and Tigers. 

The Expressliner was rightly 
seen as a much deserved vote 
of confidence in the revived 
quality of Plaxton products, 
carrying a Paramount 3500 


body with, according to the 
brochure we were given on the 
day, 46 Remax reclining seats, 
carpet to gangway, full draw 
curtains, anti-sun double glazed 
windows, ‘aircraft rack locker 
doors’ and ‘detachable heated 
driver’s mirrors.’ Perhaps the 
latter could be taken off and 
used as hot water bottles in an 
emergency. 

There was also a ‘luxury seat 
and built-in wardrobe for the 
driver’. 

Not of course forgetting the 
‘rear servery equipment and 
hostess cupboards. Hope the 
poor ladies weren’t expected to 
be in there for too long! 

The Expressliner was based 
on the Volvo BIOM chassis. 

I was covering the event for 
Bus Business newspaper and 

Above: Michael Portillo, then 
Minister of Transport cut the 
ribbon officially launching the 
National Expresslner. 

Left: Portillo is presented with 
a plaque to remember the 
occasion. Wonder if he still 
has it! 
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still have the limited edition Above left and centre: Glossy brochure produced for Expressliner; Above right: The servery had ‘hostess 

print (number 76 of 150) of an storage’. Hope they were comfortable! 

Expresslner with which I was 
presented. Hopefully this will 
now be worth several million 
pounds and I can retire to the 
Isle of Capri. 

So, who was the extremely 
youthful gentleman seen cutting 
the official ribbon in a car park 
full of Ford Sierras and Vauxhall 
Cavaliers? 

No less a star than Michael 
Portillo MP, Minister of State 
for Transport. 

Maybe the Expressliner 
sparked some inspiration for 
Mr Portillo’s excellent rail 
documentaries of recent years! 


Right: Nick Larkin still has 
a commemorative limited 
edition print presented on the 
day. 





PICKWICK PAPER 

Very many thanks to John 
Hewitt for sending this 
image in a shop window — 
in Vienna. 

What on earth is going 
on here? There appears 
to a London bus with 
Birmingham registration 
swerving to avoid a 
car from the same era 
as a policeman with a 
mysteriously missing left 
foot attempts to create 
order. 

Note the adverts 
(presumably) for Kent 
cigarettes and Meccano on 
the bus. 

And who is the 
character with a mysterious 
resemblance to a white- 
haired Windsor Davies in 
the foreground? 
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SOUTH-EASTERN PROMISE 

Thanks again to South East Coachworks for 
their help with our feature on Chatham & 
District Bristol K in this month’s issue. 

As a prelude to our profile of the 
firm next month, here’s a few interesting 
observations from our visit. 

Firstly Routemasters are regularly seen 


running around Kent — on the side of the 
works van featuring some of the company’s 
work. 

Upholstery skills and moquette you just 
might recognise appear on office chairs 
and visitors enjoy a Routemaster painting 
by Karen, the wife of company CEO Chris 
Bichard. 


Above: Follow the van — with 
Routemasters. 

Below left and centre: You don’t get 
upholstery like this at IKEA! 

Below: South East Coachworks CEO 
Chris Bichard is a big Routemaster fan 
hence this painting by wife Karen! 



THE WRONG WAY 

Peter Moore certainly 
seems to have seen and 
used some interesting 
transport during his journey 
from London to Sydney in 
his book The Wrong Way 
Home’. 

This appears to include 
two London RTs, the 
example to the right of 
the tank appearing to 
have been rebodied by 
Northern Counties. 
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STARS COME TO BOLTON 

Forget Las Vegas. Time was when top stars 
came to Bolton. In 1973 to be precise. 

A unique form of advertising helped fill 
the vast auditoriums that were Blightys and 
Copperfields nightclubs. 

A 1957 former Bolton/SELNEC 1957 
Metro-Cammell-bodied Daimler CVG6 was 
driven around town on Saturday afternoons 
festooned with paper posters featuring the 
names of forthcoming 1973 attractions such 
as 1960s singers Craig Douglas and Billy 
Fury plus, the Mixtures, whose sole hit, 

The Pushbike Song, reached number two in 
Britain and topped the New Zealand charts 
in 1970. 

The bus was owned by dealer/enthusiast 
Geoff Lister, who was a teenager at the 
time. 

‘I’d put an advert in the Bolton Evening 
News offering double-decker buses for sale 
or hire and the nightclub owner contacted 
me. 

The adverts were added to the bus on 
the Friday and I was paid £15 for it to go 
out on the Saturday, I was too young to 
drive it so had to pay someone to do that.’ 

Nightclub owner, the wonderfully named 
Gerry Slinger, was famous for offering 
Frank Sinatra £75,000 to appear, which ‘Ol 
Blue Eyes’ turned down, despite the chance 
of seeing his name on Geoff’s SELNEC 
orange and white-liveried Daimler CVG6. 

‘Mr Slinger was a great character and 
very good to me and later offered me as a 
job as a DJ,’ Geoff remembered, 

Sadly KWH 580 was not to become a 
star itself of the preservation scene. The 
bus was scrapped by Rawlinson of Barnsley 
later in 1973. 

A note for pop pickers. Shane Fenton, 
whose name appears in the b/w photo, 
achieved stardom in 1973 as Alvin Stardust. 




BACK TO BOLTON 

They certainly knew how to 
decorate trams in 1911! 

How come the Ns are 
the wrong way round in the 
caption saying: ‘Coronation 
1911 ’ at the bottom of the 
photo? And how did they 
manage to find enough 
1950s style car spotlights 
to decorate the side of the 
vehicle? 

Still, it does look great! 
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WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Your last chance to complete gaps in your library. 

The following Bus Handbook titles are on offer at £8 each 

(offer ends 30/11/19). 


Yorkshire Bus Handbook 1st edition 
North East Bus Handbook 
North Midlands Bus Handbook 
South Midlands Bus Handbook 
East Midlands Bus Handbook - 1st Edition 
North West Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
Welsh Bus Handbook 1 
Scottish Bus Handbook 1 
Yorkshire Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
Eastern Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
North East Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
“Lancashire, C & Man Bus Handbook - 1996 
Cheshire & Merseyside Bus Handbook 
South Midlands Bus Handbook - 1996 
East Midlands Bus Handbook - 1996 
North & West Midlands - 1996 
South Wales Bus Handbook - 1996 
North & West Wales Bus Handbook - 1996 
Scottish Bus Handbook - 1997 

1994 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1995 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1996 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1997 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1998 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1999 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2000 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2001 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2002 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2003 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2004 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2005 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

1996 FirstBus Bus Handbook 

1997 FirstBus Bus Handbook 

1998 FirstBus Bus Handbook 
Model Bus Handbook 
Scottish Bus Handbook - 2 
Welsh Bus Handbook - 2 
London Bus Handbook - 1st Edition 
North West Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
Yorkshire Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
East Anglian Bus Handbook 
Chilterns & West Anglian Bus Handbook 
Ireland & Islands Bus Handbook - 1 
South West Bus Handbook 


South Central Bus Handbook 
South East Bus Handbook 
North East Bus Handbook - 3rd Edition 
Cheshire & Merseyside Bus Handbook 
Postbus Handbook 
Lancashire, C & Man Bus Handbook 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 1st Edition 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 2nd edition 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 3rd Edition 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 4th Edition 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 5th Edition 
Fire Brigade Handbook - 6th Edition 
Police RangeRover 

National Express Handbook - 1st Edition 
Ireland & Islands Bus Handbook 
National Express Handbook 
Hong Kong Bus Handbook - 1st Edition 
Hong Kong Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
Leyland Lynx Handbook 
South East Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
South West Bus Handbook - 2nd Edition 
1968 North West Bus Handbook 
East Midlands Bus Handbook 
Welsh Bus Handbook - 2006 
Scottish Bus Handbook - 2006 
West Midlands Bus Handbook 
Yorkshire Bus Handbook 

1998 Cowie Bus Handbook 

1999 Arriva Bus Handbook 

2000 Arriva Bus Handbook 

2001 Arriva Bus Handbook 

2002 Arriva Bus Handbook 
Eastern Bus Handbook 
Lancashire, C & Man Bus Handbook 
North East Bus Handbook 
West Midlands Bus Handbook 
East Midlands Bus Handbook 

1999 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 

2000 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 

2001 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 

2002 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 

2003 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 

2004 FirstGroup Bus Handbook 


@ ARRIVA 

Bus Handbook 



iriie 

Hong Kong 
BUS HANDBOOK 



First 

Bus Handbook 



2004 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2003 Arriva Bus Handbook 

2004 Arriva Bus Handbook 
Fire Brigade Handbook 

2004 Go-Ahead Bus Handbook 
Eastern Bus Handbook 
Mailvan Handbook 

National Express - 1st Edition 
National Express - 2nd Edition 
National Express - 3rd Edition 
National Express - 4th Edition 
National Express - 5th Edition 
National Express - 6th Edition 
National Express - 7th Edition 
National Express - 8th Edition 
National Express - 9th Edition 

2006 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2007 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2008 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2009 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2010 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2011 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2012 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2013 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2014 Stagecoach Bus Handbook 

2005 First Bus Handbook 

2006 First Bus Handbook 

2007 First Bus Handbook 

2008 First Bus Handbook 


4th Edition 

LONDON 

Bus Handbook 


MALTA 

Bus Handbook 
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Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 
Announcements 
Assistance available 
Assistance/information wanted 
Bus and coach parts wanted 
Buses and coaches for hire 
Business for sale 
Groups 

Heritage bus services/tours 
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Miscellaneous artefacts for sale 
Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 
Models for sale 
Obituary 

Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 



UEHICLE: East Kent 1959 open-top AEC Regent V. 

DETAILS: PFN 872. Park Royal body. Chassis/engine/gearbox/ axles brakes good; starts first 

time. Needs complete refurbishment, no glass or floors, gutted. Located Ely, Cambs. 
Lots of pictures available. Must sell, all reasonable offers considered. 

CONTACT: Email kevin@strike-research.org 


ADVERTISING RATES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

E-mail your requirements to us. All correspondence should be marked as 
ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 











































Foden PVD/Massey FDM 724 Phillips of Holywell Available only for 
future preservation, this Foden has a Gardner 6LW engine and Massey 
56-seat full height body. It was delivered new to Phillips of Holywell 
in July 1949 and is thought to have been an add-on to a Chester 
Corporation contract. It passed in 1969 to a nearby operator, Hollis 
of Queensferry, for a few more years of schools work. It was bought 
by the Transport Museum Wythall in December 1980 after it had 
suffered some vandalism to the windows. Since then it has been stored 
undercover but not worked upon. Today it is one of the very few Foden 
PVD double-deckers to survive and, luckily, retains its running units. 
Open to offers, contact Dave Taylor on 07814 514961 or James Munro 
07807258375 


1988 Mercedes Benz 609D/Reeve Burgess Beaver coach, E343 
TYD, excellent condition for age. 25 seat--belted coach seats, Class 
VI MoT to End January 2020. For preservation or continued service 
use. £2,250 ono.Contact: Malcolm Allder on 01255 475677 or 07904 
738201 (Clacton on Sea) 


Plaxton body with Bristol Dome, semi-automatic. It’s gradually 
just rusting away. If anyone interested please ring my mobile 07811 


639633. 



Bristol single-deck bus Mechanically complete. Gardner 5LW £2,500 
contact Rush Green Motors on 01438 354174. (Trade). 


BUSES AND COACHES WANTED 


Restored single deck bus or coach. Possibly needing some TLC 
Anything considered. Call Paul 07855 690246 or e-mail: p.bryan388@ 
btinternet.com 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 


One window pan to fit Bristol L single-decker ECW body size 
28.5in long by 4l.25in high. Call Mike (Lincoln) 01522 722705 or 07776 
041076. 



Green moquette rolls available ring mike on 01522 722705 


RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 



We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 



Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


Old and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• Highest-End Restorations 

• Custom Renovations 

• Insurance Approved 


• We Have an Extensive Range 
of Parts in Stock and also 
Available to Order 

• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



























LET US SELL 

YOUR BUS FOR YOU! 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 



Leyland PS2 Tiger open top restored by 
us from outwardly beautiful but rotten 
within, to solid where it counts... 


Telephone: 

01291 689361 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@gmail.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


Classic Bus 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 



STORAGE WANTED 


Is anyone able to offer secure parking for a preserved double 
decker, ideally undercover, in the Northallerton area, area of North 
Yorkshire... contact me on 07443 527025 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 


Buses At Work (Hardback) 128 clean pages, nationwide buses, 
excellent s/h condition, only £2.75. D.CIark 07399 359072. 

Bus & Coach Preservation (2010-2016). Nearly complete. Free to 
collect from Beaconsfield, Bucks. Contact Nigel on 07767 430448. 

Full set of BUSES from No I to date. Each read once and then 
put into dry heated room, something like 770 mags and no reprints. 
With these are about 200 other bus mags, same mint condition Tony 
Robinson 07734 237630. 

Buses magazine complete set 1992-6 collect from MWTP4James 
Carter Rd Colchester C03 9XA 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs WANTED 


PSV Circle Fleet History PH2 Wilts & Dorset Motor Services 

(in any condition). Please email apswan@btinternet.com or leave 
message on 01202 518708. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

call: 07887 883 421 

E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 
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STREETS OF I 

1 ondon V2 


For a great selection 
of books, DVDs, 
magazines and 
models visit: 


London’s Heritage 


www.keypublishing.com/shop 


IV 


www.presbuspublishing.com 



























PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE 


Modern bus & coach photographs 6x4 size colour @ 30p each 
post free minimum order 15 prints. 2019 locations include Dorset, 
Hampshire, Basingstoke, Exeter, London, Manchester, Reading, 
Swindon, Guildford, Isle of Wight, Brighton, Torbay, Plymouth, Oxford 
and the Alton Bus Rally. For Lists, please email: david@oborn.co.uk 
stating operator/bus types required. List requests by post to: 25 
Canford View Drive, WIMBORNE, Dorset BH2I 2UW 


SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 

Enfield Transport Bazaar. St. Paul’s Centre, 102 Church Street, Enfield 
EN2 6AR. Junction of Church Street, Chase Side & Windmill Hill. Two 
mins walk from Enfield Chase railway station or ten mins from Enfield 
Town railway station. All buses serving Enfield Town stop within five 
mins walk. Up to 40 stalls selling transport books, photos, DVDs, maps, 
timetables, tickets & other memorabilia. Light refreshments. 11.00-14.30. 
Admission £3, accompanied children free. Details: NLETE, 8, The Rowans, 
Palmers Green, NI3 5AD (with SAE) or nleevents@outlook.com 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Photographs of Whites of Beer (Devon) Bedford J2, registration 
unknown. Used on local services around Beer village, and up to the 
Peco factory. I travelled on it in May 1978, but I think it had gone by 
1980. Dave at davidboxall65@gmail.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 7/8 SEPTEMBER 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Weekend Trolleydays. 

Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 


Unwanted prints of old coaches from 1960s to 1990s especially 
Country Lion, Northampton; Cantabrica Coaches, Watford; County 
Travel, Leicester and Jeffs. Helmdon. John Bland Flat 60 Block 3 
Memdale Court Memdale Road Wolverhampton. WV3 9LD 


MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


SOCETIES 


We meet fortnightly in winter in Lancaster, usually with a 
presentation by one of our local members, although we do have guest 
presenters from the industry once or twice a year. We produce a 
monthly illustrated newssheet delivered by post or e-mail mainly 
devoted to past and present in the area and membership costs just £6. 
Contact Ton daveberry20@tiscali.co.uk or 01524 874786. 

We provide monthly meetings for bus and coach enthusiasts, 

often having industry professionals coming to talk about their company. 
In addition we also organise trips to transport related events. Friendly 
society - new members very welcome. For further information 
please contact us by email to tonybarf@yahoo.co.uk. Our meetings 
take place at 7.30pm on 2nd Wednesday of month (except January 
February July & August) at the Friends Meeting House in Jesus Lane, 
Cambridge, our December meeting is normally the Christmas Dinner 
at a local restaurant. Each month (except August) we produce a journal 
CAMBUS which features information and colour photographs. Our 
membership fee is £ 13 per year. 


Epping Ongar Railway. London 60s Scene. North Weald railway 
station. Routes to local towns & villages. Standard fares apply. All-day 
bus rover £10. Details: www.eorailway.co.uk 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day & Classic 
Vehicle Gathering. Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham 
S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus 
from Rotherham, Greasbrough Road (The Trades), hourly 10.45-14.45. 
Admission £5, concession £3.50, accompanied u 16 free. Details: 07828 
068484, info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 

Annual Potteries Connection Running Day. Gladstone Pottery 
Museum, Longton, Stoke-on-Trent. Details: potteriesops@gmail.com 

National Tramway Museum. Horse Tram Day. 1874 Sheffield 
Horse Tram 15 in passenger service 11.00-13.00 & 14.00-16.00. 
Additional cost £ I pp to ride on horse tram. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 
4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 
or www.tramway.co.uk 

High Easter, Essex. Bedford Bus & Coach Day. Lodge Coaches, 
The Garage, High Easter CM I 4QR. Open to all Bedford coach & bus 
types. 10.00-17.00. Rides expected on Lodge’s Bedford heritage fleet. 
Visiting vehicles must be pre-booked with Lodge Coaches: 01245 
231262 or administrator@lodgecoaches.co.uk. Classic bus link to 
Epping Ongar Railway’s London’s 60s Scene event. 

Western Welsh 90. Bus Depot open day & running day, Barry CF62 
7AH. 10.00-16.00. Display of Western Welsh vehicles to commemorate 
the company’s 1929 creation. Western Welsh vehicles invited - owners 
contact: www.ctpg.co.uk or mikeystrad73@btinternet.com 

Blackpool Vehicle Preservation Group. Static display of buses, 
commercials & militaries, with judging. South Promenade, Lytham St 
Annes FY8 INP. Details: bvpg@hotmail.co.uk or www.bvpg.co.uk 

Annual Liverpool Running Day. Merseyside PTE, Crosville & Ribble 
theme. Services from the Pier Head (Mann Island). Details: www. 
mttrust.co.uk. Programme available in advance or on day 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY I 3/14 SEPTEMBER 

London Transport Museum. Discovery Tours at Acton Depot. 

Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 Gunnersbury 
Lane W3 9BQ. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via Ticket Office 
020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30 daily). UI6 must be accompanied by adult. 
Details: 020 7565 7298 or www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


EVENTS 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

London Transport Museum. Art & Poster Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum Bourne, Lines. Delaine 
Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: 
www.delaineheritagetrust.org 
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WESSEX TRANSPORT SOCIETY 

RARE OPPORTUNITY 19 OCTOBER 

To visit Colin Billington's collection of historic vehicles in 
Devon. The Wessex Transport Society is organizing a trip, 
but with a minimum number of 25 required, open the visit 
to non-members. If you live Christchurch/Bournemouth/ 
Poole or en-route to South Devon there will be a coach, 
or you may prefer to travel independently and meet up to 
ensure the minimum of 25 is met... 

Please contact Mike Caldicott 

E-mail: mikepenny.wts@gmail.com 
Telephone: 01202 293245 (answer machine) 


SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 

LVVS meets the people of Lincolnshire - Grantham. Ex- 

Lincolnshire Road Car buses running free services from Grantham town 
centre. Details: 01522 500566, www.lvvs.org.uk, info@lvvs.org.uk, 
Facebook or Twitter 

Oxford Bus Museum. Oxford Open Doors. Free vintage 
bus rides in Oxford city centre. Details: 01296 337622 or www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 14/15 SEPTEMBER 
Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Heritage Open 
Days. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-16.30. 
Details: 0161 205 2122, email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 

Northampton Transport Heritage. Free classic bus services from 
George Row in connection with Heritage Open Days. 0930-1630. 
Details: www.NTHeritage.org, NTHeritage@talktalk.net or Facebook 

National Tramway Museum. Steampunk Weekend. Alternative 
history combining science fantasy. Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, 
family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less-abled child 
4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 or www. 
tramway.co.uk 


SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 

Oxford Bus Museum Open Day Free vintage bus rides at 11.30 & 
14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Eastleigh Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Barton Peveril Sixth Form 
College, Chestnut Avenue SO50 5ZA. 10.00-14.30. Details: 01380 
725322, 07958 101891, or clementsfairs@aol.com 

St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. Family 
Fun Day. North West Museum of Road Transport, The Old Bus 
Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. Details: www.nwmort. 
co.uk or 01744 451681 


MONDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 

National Tramway Museum. Horse Tram Day. 1874 Sheffield 
Horse Tram 15 in passenger service 11.00-13.00 & 14.00-16.00. 
Additional cost £lpp to ride on horse tram. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 
4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 
or www.tramway.co.uk 


SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 

12th Kingsbridge 7*6” Vintage Bus Running Day. Kingsbridge Bus 
Station, The Quay. Services to Bigbury, Hope Cove, Slapton, Salcombe, 
East Portlemouth, South Pool, Totnes & Thurlestone. Additional 
timings, duplicates & new routes for 2019. Details/entries: Thames 
Valley & Great Western Omnibus Trust, Ledger Farm, Forest Green 
Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2NR, 07990 505373, enquiries@ 
tvagwot.org.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 21/22 SEPTEMBER 

East Anglia Transport Museum. Trolleybus weekend. Saturday 
12.00-21.00. Sunday 11.00-17.00. All available trolleybuses be running. 
After dark running on Saturday under old-fashioned street lights. Free 
park & ride service. Free bus services to Beccles & Lowestoft. BBQ in 
the park. Trade stands, static exhibits & visiting vehicles. East Anglia 
Transport Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR33 8BL. Details: 01502 518459, admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk 
or www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Heritage Open 
Days. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-16.30. 
Details: 0161 205 2122, email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 


National Tramway Museum. Crich 60th Anniversary. Celebrating 
60 years of the Tramway Museum Society at Crich. Many operational 
trams running. Model trams running in Exhibition Hall (Robert 
Whetstone layouts). Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire 
DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family 
(2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. 
Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Weekend Trolleydays. 

Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 

Northampton Transport Heritage. 2nd static display of buses 
on the Market Square, Northampton. Free local classic bus services. 
1000-1600. Details: www.NTHeritage.org, NTHeritage@talktalk.net 
or Facebook 

Amberley Museum. Autumn Bus Show & Running Day. Vehicles 
on display & running within museum grounds. Stalls, refreshments. 
Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, Bury, West Sussex BN 18 9LT. 
Details: 01798 831370, office@amberleymuseum.co.uk or www. 
amberleymuseum.co.uk 

Swansea Bus Museum. Best of Buses. Unit 2, Viking Way, Winch 
Wen Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. Details: www. 
swanseabusmuseum.com, secretary@sbm.wales mailto:SwanseaBM@ 
outlook.comor 01792 732832 


FRIDAY-SUNDAY 27-29 SEPTEMBER 

Epping Ongar Railway. 25 Years in the Making. Marking closure 
of Epping to Ongar line by London Underground 25 years ago on 30 
September 1994. Plans underway to include visiting locomotives & 
intensive bus & train timetables. Special fares will apply. Details: www. 
eorailway.co.uk 


SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

The Delaine Heritage Bus Running Day. Delaine Heritage Fleet 
will operate every 30 mins between Bourne Delaine Depot/Bus 
Museum & Stamford bus station via Essendine 0920-1700. Heritage Day 
Rover £6. Free tours along sections of route 301 to Rippingale every 
30 mins 1100-1500 featuring Delaine Yeates-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub 
& guest vehicles. Delaine Bus Museum open 0900-1700. Details: www. 
delaineheritagetrust.org 

Windsor International Toy & Train Fair. Windsor Leisure Centre, 
Clewer Mead, Stovell Road, Windsor SL4 5JB. 10.30-15.30. Admission 
£3, concession £2.50, early (09.00) £7. Details/table booking: 07825 
564960 or www.windsortoyfair.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 28/29 SEPTEMBER 
London Transport Museum. All Change! Open Weekend at 
Acton Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 
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Calling all bus, air, railway and shipping enthusiasts! 

15th ANNUAL TRANSPORT 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 


Saturday 26th October 2019 

Doors open 10am until 3pm. 

Over 100 stalls selling all manner of transport related 
memorabillia, books, photographs, tickets, metalwork and railwayana. 

Refreshments available from 10am to 3pm 




Admission 
Only £2 


Venue: 400yds from 
New Pudsey Station. 

Near the junction of the AG120 Leeds Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds to Bradford Road at 'Dawson's Corner' 
About 2 miles from the centre of Pudsey 


Crvic Hall signposted - Free car parking adjacent to Half 
OWLCOTES SHOPPING CENTRE NEARBY 


Enquiries to: Barry ftfinnlfon 0113 236 3695 

rennison@cc-email.co.uk 



www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 


TAIL 

Transport Auctions of London 


TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon CR9 5AA 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 

Next sale: Saturday 26 October 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 



Now welcoming entries for our October sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 




Copyright Photograph: S Fennell 


ALDENHAM TRANSPORT SPECTACULAR 

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 2019 
10.00- 16.00 

Allum Manor House & Hall, 2 Allum Lane, Elstree and Borehamwood, WD6 3PJ 


mmm 


ADMISSION: £ 3.00 
TRANSPORT RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE 
HOT AND COLD REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 


5 minute walk from Elstree & BorhamwoodThameslink Station ( Zone 6). 
TFL bus routes 107 and 292. NonTFL routes 306,657 and B3. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASEVISIT: 
www.aldenhamtransport.com 
www.facebook.com/aldenhamtransportspectacular 
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SUNDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Standard Triumph 
Show. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. 10.00-16.30. 
Details: 0161 205 2122, email@gmts.co.uk or www.motgm.uk 

Showbus International. Hertfordshire Showground, Redbourn, 
Herts. Details: www.showbus.com 

Isle of Wight Classic Buses, Beer & Walks Weekend 2019. Bus 

services from at least three interchanges, www.iwbeerandbuses.co.uk 


SUNDAY 13 OCTOBER 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day. Unit 9, Waddington 
Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free 
heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough Road (The Trades), 
hourly 10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concession £3.50, accompanied u 16 
free. Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk or www.sytm.co.uk 

National Tramway Museum. Tram Models running in Exhibition 
Hall (David Gould layout plus visiting models). 10.00-17.30. Crich 
Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, 
senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/ 
senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway. 
co.uk, 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 

Canvey Island. Big Wheels 2019 Open day. Bus, coach & 
commercial vehicle rally at Canvey Island Transport Museum, 105 Point 
Road, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 7TD. Visiting vehicles display at Labworth 
Car Park. Free vintage bus link between display field & Museum building 
with trade stalls & displays. Details: info@castlepointtransportmuseum. 
co.uk, www.castlepointtransportmuseum.co.uk or Facebook 

14th Yorkshire Dales Vintage Bus & Coach Running Day. 

Skipton. Details: Aire Valley Transport Group www.avtg.co.uk 



MUSEUMS 


TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JA 
www.wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 
registered charity no 1167872 


Open from 
30th March to 
30th October 

Saturdays, 
Sundays & 
Bank Holidays 

Also Wednesdays 
during school 
holidays 

Three classic bus 
services also run on 
Saturdays & 
Wednesdays 
during school holidays 
12.30, 1.30 & 3.30 


LAST TWO MAIN EVENT 
DAYS IN 2019 


AUTUMN RUNNING DAY 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 6th 
Including WMPTE 50, 

50 years since we waved 
goodbye to the 
corporation fleets 
We are open 10.30am to 5.00pm 


TWILIGHT RUNNING DAY 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th 
The event season ends by turning the 
clock back with atmospheric 
twilight bus rides. 

We are open 11am to 7.00pm 



The Wirral Bus & Tram Show is Wirral’s 
largest FREE family show and one of 
the largest FREE family transport 
shows in the North West. 

* Taylor Street museum will have 
sales stand and stalls. 

* Shore Road/Cheshire Lines 
Building will have a large display 
of restored and new buses. 


At Woodside Ferry there will be a 
display of classic cars, motor 
cycles and military vehicles. 


There will be a four car tram service 
operating throughout the day 

Mote "here is a lickel change far bam mJGS- 

Supported by 

OWIRRAL 

for more info call 0151 (472128 


This is the 22nd Wirral Bus & Tram 
Show which begins at 10am until 4pm 



Aldridge T ransport Muse 

Autumn Leaves 
Running Day 


Sunday 20 th October 
10:00 TO 16:00 
Free Bus Rides 
Variety of routes 
Buses - and Coaches 


ANNUAL 

Collectors’ Fair 


Sunday 24 th November 
10:00 TO 16:00 


Stalls with 
Pictures, Models, 
Memorabilia 


Free Feeder Buses from Walsall for Both Events. 

Depart Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
We intend to run to timetable, but no departure can be guaranteed! 

Running Day Admission £5 adult, £2 child, £13 family 

Collectors' Fair Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
Contact and Details via www.amrtm.org and Facebook 
01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 


j AMSfi ' 
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I ONDON BUS MUSEU M 

A LIVING HERITAGE 


Events 2019 


Transportfest The AEC Story 20th October 

Featuring AEC Vehicles of all types. 



r An event for all road transport vehicles, not just AEC. 
Enjoy horse bus rides and motor bus tours. 

With fun and attractions for the whole family 
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Dates for 2020 


Spring Gathering - 5™ April, 
On the Buses 
Transportfest 


- 28 th June, 

- 18 th October 


Normal Brooklands Museum entry prices apply to all events 


Includes free entry to most attractions in Brooklands Museum 


Adults £13.50 Children £7 Senior/Students £11.50 Family £35 LBM/BMT members free Join on the day and get free entry 

Post code for "The Heights" car park KTI3 0XP £ > yaUnjg 

London Bus Preservation Trust Ltd, Brooklands Road, Weybridge, Surrey. KTI3 0QS fimvlri 

Registered Charity No. 1053383 londonbusmuseum.com Telephone 01932 837994 Accredited Museum 1633 



SUNDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2019 10 AM TO 5 PM 

LINCOLNSHIRE ROAD TRANSPORT MUSEUM 
—- TRANSPORT FESTIVAL —— 


Free classic bus and car rides - includes twilight‘City Tour’ at 5 pm 
Admission £ 8 (includes programme / bus schedule) Accompanied children / young people (under 18) free 



Free, frequent classic bus services from Lincoln City Centre (bus stop opposite Railway Station), and Park & Ride 
from Teal Park, Whisby Road (just off A46) - Both start 10 am. See our website for feeder services. 

Parking at Museum limited to 'blue badge' holders and visiting classic vehicles. Visiting buses / coaches, cars, 
motorcycles and commercials welcome but please contact in advance. Please note no dogs (except assistance dogs.) 
Great snacks (hot and cold drinks, filled rolls, and lots of cakes!) and sales stalls 



Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum,Whisby Road, North Hykeham, LINCOLN LN6 3QT 

01522 500566 www.lvvs.org.uk info@lvvs.org.uk 

@LincsRTM on Facebook, Instagram,Twitter 

BRINGING YOU THE VERY BEST IN CLASSIC VEHICLES 
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telephone: 07887 883421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 
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Presbus NEWS 




VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


CWM BRAN Saturday 7 September Garage Open Day 

BARRY Sunday 8 September Western Welsh 90 

SWANSEA Sunday 22 September Bus Museum Event 

ST ALBANS Sunday 29 September Showbus 2019 

WYTHALL Sunday 6 October WMPTE 50 

ALDRIDGE Sunday 20 October Transport Museum Open Day 



9 Presbus ^’ rec *' t car ^ s acce P te ^ on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! 
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Tel: 07887 883 421 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



























Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 

MasterCard. Maestro J 


I VISA 

ELECTRON 


Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 

This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 


Coaches in and 
around Brighton 

J Stanford | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 



British Independent 
Buses in the 1990s 

Richard Stubbins 
Amberley 

96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Stagecoach 



National Bus 
Company: The Early 
Years 

Kevin Lane | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 



Buses, Coaches, 
Trolleybuses & 
Recollections 103: 
1966 

H Conn | Silver Link 
64 pages \ sbk £8.00 


COACHES 

IN AND AROUND 

BRIGHTON 

SIMON STANFORD 



Yorkshire Buses 

Scott Poole | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 




Stagecoach in the 
21st Century 

K Jenkinson | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


NATIONAL BUS 
COMPANY 
THE EARLY YEARS 



Buses, Coaches & 
Recollections 96: 
1977 

H Conn | Silver Link 
64 pages | sbk £8.00 


m r 




BRITISH INDEPENDENT 
BUSES IN THE 1980s 


:• o 



NBC Dual Purpose 
Vehicles 

M Hitchen | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


RT MEMORIES 



Wolverhampton 
Trams and Buses 

Alec Brew | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 

DAVID MOTH 


BUSES IN 
NORTHERN 
ENGLAND 



Garaging London’s 
Red Buses 

M. Webber | Capital 
184 pages \ hbk 

£35.00 



British Independent 
Buses in the 1980s 

R. Stubbings | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 



RT Memories: 
Capital Service for 
40 Years 

Bowden | Dryhurst 
Bowden Publishing 
84 pages | softback 

£16.00 



Buses in Northern 
England 

D Moth | Amberley 
96 pages | softrback 

£14.99 



Buses, Coaches & 
Recollections 95: 
1976 

H Conn | Silver Link 
48 pages | sbk £6.00 


1 

Buses, Coaches, 

Trams & 

Buses, Coaches, 
Trolleybuses & 
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Recollections 92: 

Recollections 98: 


B v; 

1956 

1960s 


MHC Baker | Silver Link 

H Conn \ Silver Link 


64 pages \ sbk £8.00 

64 pages \ sbk £8.00 
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ORDER NOW AND GET 

UK DELIVERY 


AEC 

REGENT V 



Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


jATESTJ 


bargains 


Stocks are limited, so order now to avoid disappointment! 


■H 




TITLE 

PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£5.00 

British Buses 1967 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£14.00 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£2.00 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£3.00 

Coachwork by Bristol Tramways 

Millstream 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Early Tramways in Yorkshire 

Fonthill 

£16.99 

£9.00 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 1 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

London’s Night Buses Vol 2 

Capital 

£30.00 

£18.00 

London Transport 1970-1984 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Prestige: Gelligaer 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

Pen & Sword 

£2.00 

£12.00 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Bury 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Hull 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW England Venture 

£18.95 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Lytham St Annes 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Oldham 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Richards Bros 

Venture 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Super Prestige: Rochdale 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Super Prestige: West Mon 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Swanbrook Motor Services 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£4.00 

Volvo Ailsa 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 


MasterCanL Maestro © Order now for UK delivery OO T^ypclj'tic 

W. accept paymemb, credit/ (^11 yj Qp; 07887 883 421 p’uB L I S H I N G 

debit cards. Please telephone or 

e-mail us to place your order. e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



































Mail Order DVD Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by credit/ 
debit cards. Please telephone or 
e-mail us to place your order. 


MasterCard 

Maestro 

^^DELTA 

IfcJkJ 

\VISA 

| ELECTRON 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

Telephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


DVDs LATEST RELEASES 






MANCHESTER - SHEFP^I 
WOODHEAE tv*- 00 
1500 VOLT ELECTRICS 



READING 

TROLLEYBUS' 




Title 

Publisher 

Mins 

Price 

Return Ticket: Isle of Man Transport Heritage 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Tramways in the 1960s 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Trams Heritage 

Travel Lens 

79 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Woodhead I500v Electrics 

Travel Lens 

48 

£12.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2018 

ITV 

62 

£16.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2006 

ITV 

67 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 3 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 4 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Kings of the Road 

DA Video 

60 

£17.99 

Five RTWs go to Brixton 

RTW Bus Group 90 

£12.00 



www.presbuspublishing.com 

































ALBUM 


subscriptions 


telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 


















































Special 

Offer 


receive a 

Free copy of 



TWO RETURNS 


BUSES 

Yearbook 2020 

When you take 
out a subscription 
to B&CP today! 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £57.60 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2205 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.10.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 
—-^- 


The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) ^)BebFt 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 

























































































































S ERVICE 


SERVICE H-wuk 


VOLUME 6 


The sixth volume of The London Bus 
appears at a time of anniversaries 
and anticipation - a year that marks 
40th anniversaries of classic buses’ 
retirement, the 60th and 80th of 
significant arrivals and London 
anticipating the fruits of moves to make 
its modern vehicles cleaner and safer. 


In this 132-page special publication, 
we anticipate these forthcoming 
developments, look back at past 
changes on the London bus scene and 
focus on more of London’s bus routes, 
the vehicles that serve them and some of 
the garages that support them. 


FEATURING: 


• ANNIVERSARIES AND ANTICIPATION 


• LONDON BY BUS 
— ROUTE 2 


• SUBURBAN LONDON 
— KINGSTON 


• COMMERCIAL OPERATION 
— BEYOND TENDERED SERVICES 


• MINIBUSES 

— SMALL AND PERFECTLY FORMED 


• LIVES AFTER LONDON 
— WE HAD OUR TEA 


AVAILABLE NOW FROM wusmi.i AND ALL LEADING NEWSAGENTS 


ALTERNATIVELY, ORDER DIRECT 


PLUS FREE P&P 


* Free 2nd class P&P on 
all UK & BFPO orders. 
Overseas charges apply. 


LONDON BUS 


CELEBRATING A GREAT BRITISH ICON From BUSES Magazine 











